
 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF MERCER COUNTY 

   SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

          BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

                                                590 HUGHES DRIVE 

     HAMILTON SQUARE, NJ 08690 

                  JUNE 9, 2022 

 

 

 

MCSCD SUPERVISORS                              STAFF 

Scott Ellis          Linda Sandusky 

Gary Mount                

Lucia Huebner                      

Theodora Wang                                OTHERS 

           Meredith Melendez  

           Lewis Goldshore, Esq. 

            

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:30 pm.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the May 12, 2022 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes as corrected was made by G. Mount seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the red for this 

period due to an unusually low number of new applications received.  

 

MOTION 2 

A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made by T. Wang, 

seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  

 

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

11 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

2 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  

22 - REVIEWS  

92 - INSPECTIONS  

5 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 



 

 

25 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

3 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

2 - VIOLATION NOTICES 

0 - STOP WORK ORDERS 

0 - DENIALS 

0 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 

2 – 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 251 

The spring-seeding season ended the beginning of May.  Therefore, the focus of 

inspections has switched to active construction sites, away from final project inspections 

and close outs.   

 

A Violation Notice was issued for the Raajipo site in Robbinsville Twp. for failing to 

complete over 10 conditional reports of compliance.  A thirty-day extension was issued, 

with little progress. 

 

Another Violation Notice was issued for the Horizon Center project in Hamilton Twp. for 

failing to complete the detention basin / temporary sediment basin in the proper sequence.  

The District had made repeated requests over several months to complete the basin.  Due 

to wet-weather conditions, there were some legitimate reasons as to why the basin could 

not have been completed earlier.  However, after drier weather arrived, progress was not 

occurring. 

 

PRESENTATION / TOUR 

A presentation on the Miry Run Ponds master plan was provide by Anthony Cucchi, 

Superintendent of Parks for the Mercer County Park Commission after the District’s May 

12th Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Mr. Cucchi discussed a wide range of topics, from 

the master planning process, environmental issues, and concerns, along with park design 

elements and features.  The presentation was very well received and highly informative.  

Everyone was extremely grateful for Mr. Cucchi’s insights and time.  After the 

presentation, District Staff and Board Members toured several accessible areas of the 

lake.   

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District Manager reached out to Frank Minch, Director of Agriculture and Natural 

Resources, regarding a meeting between the District and the Department of Agriculture 

to discuss Hunt Lake Dam and a potential process moving forward.  S. Ellis also 

contacted Secretary D. Fisher regarding a meeting.  A meeting was subsequently 

scheduled for June 7th at the District office.  Attendees were Secretary D. Fisher, Director 

F. Minch; Supervisors: S. Ellis,  and G. Mount; District Manager: P. Schiariti.  A brief 

recent history was provided and a discussion to derive a plan to move forward was 

ensued. 

 

The District was notified that the embankments, top of bank and spillway were mowed 

by the Hopewell Twp. Municipal Public Works Department as requested. 



 

 

 

The Annual Inspection Report was forwarded to USDA NRCS for review, comment and 

signature by the State Engineer, Hilary Trotman, to submit to the NJDEP. 

 

The District Manager and District Council took part in a conference call with Paul Stofa, 

of NJDEP to discuss possible paths forward to begin the decommissioning process for the 

dam.  The District reiterated our position with respect to where we believe our 

responsibilities end regarding the administrative process to initiate the decommissioning 

of the dam. 

 

POSTER CONTEST 

The winning posters from the Mercer District as well as the others, which were 

forwarded to the District Office for judging, were picked up by the NJACD for statewide 

judging. 

 

MOTION 3 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by L, Huebner, seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The District received a letter and donation form from the Northeast Association of 

Conservation District Employees (NACDE).  This is a volunteer organization that 

represents 13 states to engage in bringing together conservation district employees, 

partners, supervisors, and stakeholders throughout the region. 

 

The Board did not approve donating to this organization.  
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MOTION 4 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by G. 

Mount, seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously.  

 

EXTENSION UPDATE 

M. Melendez is involved with the Chesterfield Organic Orchards Farm on the corner of 

Harker Road and Crosswicks Ellisdale Road, that is sponsoring a compost workshop.  M. 

Melendez will be conducting a presentation and T. Wang will be volunteering her 

services.  

 

Last month M. Melendez wrote a Plant & Pest Advisory Entitled: The NJ Plastic Bag 

Ban and Your Retail Farm Market.  She received an email from the New Jersey 

Association of Environmental Commissions.  A staff person who also sits on the DEP 

Plastics Advisory Council, informed M. Melendez she was causing great confusion 



 

 

among farmers and needed to change the guidance.  M. Melendez was asked to talk to 

DEP and receive guidance from them.  In the meantime, the staff person called M. 

Melendez back and indicated she was incorrect, and no changes are required.  DEP 

provided a definition for ‘carryout bags.’ 

 

M. Melendez wrote a post regarding the Cottage Food Law and how that impacts farms.  

The post addressed the removal of raw honey without additives, from the Cottage Food 

Law This is leaving the honey producers in limbo. 

 

Rutgers produced a new fact sheet on what to look for if you are a new farmer and 

looking to buy a farm. 

 

M. Melendez is working with the Dept. of Agriculture to conduct a post-harvest food 

safety video at the Research Farm in Salem County.  They will be filming examples of 

what not to do in a packing house.  When this is completed, it will appear on the Dept. of 

Agricultures website and Rutgers.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

HUNT LAKE 

S. Ellis discussed a meeting with Secretary of Agriculture, D. Fisher, F. Minch also from 

the Dept. of Agriculture, District Manager, and G. Mount regarding the ongoing issues 

with Hunt Lake Dam.  Secretary Fisher asked for a letter outlining the issues.  G. Mount 

felt the meeting went well and was a wonderful idea to have Secretary Fisher and the 

Dept. of Agriculture being engaged in this conversation and moving forward, keeping 

them informed.  S. Ellis stated his concern that the District wants to be done with the 

maintenance responsibility for Hunt Lake Dam.  Also, the District does not qualify as a 

Sponsoring Local Organization to decommission the dam. 

 

L. Goldshore, District Council, reiterated the issues and the District’s ongoing 

responsibilities with the dam maintenance.  He also mentioned that another catastrophic 

event could be more then the District is able to handle (repairs and funding).  L. 

Goldshore felt a letter thanking Secretary Fisher and outlining the dam issues, with 

decommissioning as the preferred option. 

 

L. Goldshore discussed an email received from Paul Stofa, Chief Advisor, Office of the 

Deputy Commissioner Legal, Regulatory, and Legislative Affairs for the New Jersey 

Dept. of Environmental Protection.  The email outlined the DEP proposed Memorandum 

of Agreement, regarding the District and/or the Dept. of Agriculture to move forward 

with decommissioning Hunt Lake Dam.  L Goldshore felt this was a traditional approach 

by Paul Stofa, and quite bizarre that DEP could possibly think an agency of the District’s 

size and budget, could be responsible for decommissioning the dam.  This is clearly 

above our capability. 

 

L. Huebner brought up the issue of an insurance policy that covers the District 

Supervisors.  L. Goldshore will look at the District’s current policy.  This will also be 



 

 

looked into by District staff who will report back to the Board. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

G. Mount mentioned getting the District Manager a new laptop.  The Board agreed a new 

laptop should be purchased this month.   

 

The next District meeting will be on July 14, 2022. 

 

BUDGET FISCAL YEAR 2023 

The Board reviewed the Budget for Fiscal Year 2023. They discussed the increase in 

today’s utility costs. T. Wang wanted to know how the current gas price increases are 

budgeted. Additional costs for computer maintenance and virus protection are included in 

this budget. 

 

MOTION 5 

A motion to approve the Budget for Fiscal Year 2023 was made by G. Mount, seconded 

by T. Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:45 pm. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      Paul Schiariti 
 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF MERCER COUNTY 

   SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

          BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

                                                590 HUGHES DRIVE 

     HAMILTON SQUARE, NJ 08690 

                  MAY 12, 2022 

 

 

 

MCSCD SUPERVISORS                              STAFF 

Scott Ellis          Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

Gary Mount              Linda Sandusky  

Lucia Huebner                      

Theodora Wang                                OTHERS 

           Meredith Melendez  

           Lewis Goldshore, Esq. 

           Anthony Cucchi, Superintendent   

                          of Parks  

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:05 pm.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the April 14, 2022 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes as corrected was made by L, Huebner seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the red for this 

period due to the Employer’s annual pension appropriation payment.  

 

MOTION 2 

A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made by L. 

Huebner, seconded by G. Mount, carried unanimously. 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  

 

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

17 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

  0 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  

37 - REVIEWS  

109 - INSPECTIONS  

  1 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 



 

 

25 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

 6 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

 0 - VIOLATION NOTICES 

 0 - STOP WORK ORDERS 

 0 - DENIALS 

 1 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 

 2 – 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 251 

Field inspections have been geared towards project close outs and Final Reports of 

Compliance, since we are within one of the two optimum seeding seasons (March 15th 

through April 30th and August 15th through October 15th).  Due to wet weather conditions 

(5.7 inches of precipitation – 1.6 inches above average - throughout Mercer County from 

04-03-22 to 05-02-22) and cooler temperatures, the season may be extended somewhat, 

on a case-by-case basis.  There has been particular difficulty in finishing infiltration 

basins.  Typically, at the end of a project, a sand layer or bio-retention soil mix is 

provided in the bottom of the infiltration basin.  However, most basins have remained 

saturated throughout the season, making this task difficult. 

 

Soil Erosion and Sediment Control plans are now being received that incorporate the 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s (NJDEP’s) latest stormwater 

management requirements that address Green Infrastructure (GI).  Essentially, the use of 

GI, encourages infiltration and or capture and reuse of stormwater by infiltration basins, 

bio-retention, dry-wells, green-roofs, pervious pavements, and rain barrels.  The concept 

requires treatment on a much smaller scale, which in turn, requires a greater number of 

facilities to accomplish the goals. These new requirements have created challenges for 

the review of plans from a technical aspect, with significantly larger and complicated 

stormwater management reports.   

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District Manager placed a request for the Dam embankments and spillway be mowed 

by the Hopewell Township Public Works Department.   

 

The District Manager also reached out to Frank Minch regarding the pre-planning of a 

meeting to discuss Hunt Lake Dam. 

 

The District Manager attended a virtual presentation regarding Dam Removal Funding on 

04-27-2022, by the New Jersey Statewide Dam Removal Partnership.  Speakers from the 

US Army Corps. of Engineers (USACE) provided guidance for the process of pursuing 

funding through the USACE. 

 

POSTER CONTEST 

The District received posters from several other Districts, for statewide judging.  The 

District Manager has been in contact with Executive Director of the NJACD regarding 

scheduling a time for them to retrieve the winning posters.  

 



 

 

MOTION 3 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by T. Wang, seconded by L. 

Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A Proclamation from Governor Murphy was received for Soil & Water Stewardship 

Week. 

 

CHAPTER 251 

2019-5707-T  2022-6244-T  2022-6253-E  2022-6255-H 

NJG0295388  2021-6168-H  2019-5762-H  2018-5642-H 

2016-5332-HT 2022-6264-HT 2022-6268-HT 2021-6103-L 

NJG0282847  2022-6256-L  2022-6262-L  2022-6265-L  

2022-6248-P  2022-6246-P  2021-6179-P  2022-6204-P  

2022-6205-P  2022-6261-P  2022-6263-P  2022-6252-P  

2022-6260-P  2022-6258-P  2021-6124-R  2021-6171-WW 

 

MOTION 4 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by G. 

Mount, seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously.  

 

EXTENSION UPDATE 

The Extension Office is fully open and 100% back to normal.   

 

M. Melendez wrote a Plant & Pest Advisory entitled: The NJ Plastic Bag Ban and Your 

Retail Farm Market, to address the plastic bag ban in New Jersey.  There were multiple 

questions related to this issue at the Vegetable Growers Association Meeting.  M. 

Melendez contacted DEP for a clearer directive on this issue.  

 

Wes Kline is scheduled to retire June 1, 2022.  The Extension will have funding to keep 

Jen Mathews as a full-time employee on staff.  She is basically conducting grant 

management and educator work.    

 

M. Melendez is continuing to work with National Association State Departments of 

Agriculture on training for inspectors and technical assistance providers.  She is also   

working with the Michigan State University Student Farm, conducting round two of the 

Readiness Review Training, and is in the field conducting risk assessments and hands on 

activities.  M. Melendez will be talking about moisture and condensation in coolers and 

associated produce risks.  The goal is to use this training in other student farms across the 

country. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

 L. Goldshore, Esq. and the District Manager received an email response from Paul Stofa, 

Chief Advisor, Office of the Deputy Commissioner Legal, Regulatory, and Legislative 



 

 

Affairs for the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.  The email spelled 

out the basic parameters of a Memorandum of Agreement that DEP would propose to 

enter into with the District and/or the Dept. of Agriculture to move forward with the Hunt 

Lake Dam decommissioning efforts.   

 

1. DEP will commit to spending up to $500,000.00 for design work associated with 

the decommissioning with the District and/or Dept. of Agriculture serving as the 

applicant.  

 

2. DEP, the District and Dept. of Agriculture will agree to jointly seek a budget line 

item from the Legislature to fund the construction.   

 

3. The District and/or the Dept. of Agriculture will serve as the applicant and seek 

out any potential grant applications or other potential sources of funding for 

decommissioning, that my become available.  DEP will provide reasonable 

assistance to the District/Dept. of Agriculture in their efforts. 

 

4. The District and/or Dept. of Agriculture will be responsible for performance of 

construction and construction-related activities upon securing of funds for 

decommissioning. 

 

L. Goldshore, Esq. presented an overview of the email and drafted a response letter that 

the Board reviewed.  Each Board member and the District Manager had comments and 

agreed to send the response letter with their recommended changes.  L. Goldshore, Esq. 

also suggested having a meeting with Frank Minch and The Secretary of Agriculture, 

Douglas Fisher for further discussions.   

 

MOTION 5 

A motion for L. Goldshore, Esq. to send a response letter to Paul Stofa, Chief Advisor, 

Office of the Deputy Commissioner Legal, Regulatory, and Legislative Affairs for the 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, was made by G. Mount, seconded 

by T. Wang, carried unanimously.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:15 pm. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF MERCER COUNTY 

   SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

          BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

                                                590 HUGHES DRIVE 

     HAMILTON SQUARE, NJ 08690 

                  APRIL 14, 2022 

 

 

 

MCSCD SUPERVISORS                              STAFF 

Scott Ellis          Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

Gary Mount (1 vote by telephone)          Linda Sandusky  

Lucia Huebner                      

Theodora Wang                                OTHERS 

           John Kluthe, SADC  

           Lewis Goldshore, Esq. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:40 pm.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the March 10, 2022 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes as corrected was made by T. Wang seconded by L, 

Huebner, carried unanimously.  

 

J. Kluthe from SADC spoke to the Board about a Conservation Cost Share Plan for 

Drainage that needed Board approval.  The District Manager contacted G. Mount by 

telephone to be included in the vote, while S. Ellis abstained.  J. Kluthe suggested the 

District Manager be included in the vote since the Manager is not doing the technical 

review.  NRCS does the technical review for Conservation Cost Share Plans.    

 

MOTION 2 

A motion to approve the Conservation Cost Share Plan for Drainage was made by L. 

Huebner, seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously. 

  

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the red for this 

period due to Hunt Lake Dam expenses.  

 

MOTION 3 

A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made by L. 

Huebner, seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously. 

 



 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  

 

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

21 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

7 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  

37 - REVIEWS  

104 - INSPECTIONS  

0 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 

8 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

5 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

0 - VIOLATION NOTICES 

1 - STOP WORK ORDERS 

0 - DENIALS 

0 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 

1 – 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 251 

The District received an anonymous complaint from a resident in Hopewell Twp. 

regarding filling on a residential lot located at 5 Applewood Drive. The District Manager 

conducted an inspection the following day for any potential activities related to our 

regulatory capacity.  It was found that a significant amount of soil had been imported on 

the lot, directly adjacent to a stream corridor that is a tributary to the Stoney Brook, just 

upstream of the Hopewell Valley Golf Course.  The amount of filling within the stream 

corridor is considered substantial, measuring several hundred feet long, 20 ft. + wide in 

some areas and as much as 3 feet in depth.  The District proceeded with the issuance of a 

Stop Work Order.  The Office Administrator mailed the notice by Certified Mail, Return 

Receipt.  The District Manager notified the Municipal Engineer of the activity.  The 

Municipal Engineer conducted his own inspection of the area and noted considerable 

issues with the activities.  It was noted that this area has been subjected to previous 

flooding, including the PIQ as well as Applewood Drive over the culvert.  A plan 

certification is required along with other immediate temporary sediment control 

measures.  

 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

The Office Administrator contacted our landscaper (Pete’s landscaping) to perform the 

annual landscape services around the office grounds.  The landscaper arrived several days 

later and performed the services as requested, including trimming brush, trees and shrubs; 

mulching all of the planter beds; weeding and general maintenance. 

 

The District Manager trimmed the bushes adjacent to the building. 

 

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 

The District Manager requested and received information from Frank Minch regarding 

the process of ordering a new vehicle from the authorized dealership(s) that were 

awarded the state contract for new vehicles.  The 2022 cut off dates have all passed for 

ordering new vehicles.  The District Manager contacted Frank Minch again to provide a 



 

 

list when the 2023 dealerships are awarded state vendor contracts.   

It should be noted that a new vehicle can also be purchased without going through the 

state awarded dealerships, by procuring 3 bid prices for the same vehicle.  The District 

Manager reached out to our auditors for additional direction on procuring vehicle bids. 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District Manager and Jina Vandi, USDA NRCS Engineer, conducted the annual 

regular inspection for Hunt Lake Dam on 03-16-2022.  Several items that were 

previously noted as potential new problems were specifically identified and inspected.  

These items include a protruding CMP adjacent to the primary discharge culvert, and a 

low-lying sump area that is holding water adjacent to the downstream embankment. 

 

The District Manager prepared the inspection report.  One of the items noted within the 

report is the review of the Emergency Action Plan (EAP).  It was noted that there are 

several items within the EAP that need to be updated.  One of the items is a 24-hour 

contact for the Operator (Interim) of the dam.  Currently that is the District. 

 

The District Manager contacted District Council regarding this item.  District Council 

recommended that we procure the services of a New Jersey Licensed Professional 

Engineer who would be willing to be the point of contact for an emergency.  The 

District’s previous 24-hour contact has since retired. 

 

The District Manager also prepared a follow-up report for the emergency repair work 

performed at the auxiliary spillway.  The report included site photos, material quantities 

and a brief description of the repair.  The report was forwarded to Clint Oman at NJDEP 

Dam Safety. 

 

POSTER CONTEST 

The District Manager, Office Administrator, and Supervisor T. Wang judged the posters 

that were submitted for this year’s contest.  The number of posters received was down 

from last year’s contest.  First through third place winners were chosen within each 

category where there were at least three (3) entries.  First and second place winners were 

selected in categories where there were only two (2) contestants. 

 

The Office Administrator ordered the rosette ribbons for the respective winners and will 

prepare the notification letters for the individual category winners. 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The District Manager (virtual), and supervisors: T. Wang (virtual), L. Huebner (virtual) 

and S. Ellis (in person) attended the annual NJACD conference.  Speakers from the 

Department of Agriculture, Department of Environmental Protection, Rutgers 

Cooperative Extension, Rutgers Soil Testing Lab., USDA – NRCS all provided brief 

discussions on programs currently in place and moving forward.  Afternoon sessions 

were provided for Supervisor Training and Employee Training.  Employees training 

topics included updates and changes to the erosion control standards. 

 



 

 

MOTION 4 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously. 
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MOTION 5 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by T. Wang, 

seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

The District Manager presented to the Board a plan for approval subject to technical 

review at 68 River Drive. 

 

MOTION 6 

A motion to approve 68 River Drive subject to technical review was made by T. Wang, 

seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

RC&D STATUS 

A letter was received from the Mid-Atlantic RC&D Association, including a meeting 

agenda.  Their annual meeting was held on March 15, 2022. 

 

NRCS UPDATE 

C. Flanagan sent an update email that stated NRCS is in the process of getting funding 

for new applications and they are having current projects staked out for installation this 

spring and summer.   

 

SSCC UPDATE 

F. Minch sent the District Manager an update email.  F. Minch participated in NJACD 

Annual Conference/Training Meeting in Freehold. 

 

F. Minch attended the High Pathogen Avian Influenza Coordination Meeting.  Provided 

guidance on requirements of composting for the large poultry facilities. 

 

NJDA hired a replacement for R. Belcher’s position.  Sara Mellor will start on April 25, 

2022 and will be working on farmland assessment, some education support (Envirothon 

and Poster Contest). 

 

F. Minch and J. Showler had a 251 Standards update discussion (offsite stability, 

sediment basins, possibly a solar development standard). 



 

 

 

F. Minch had an Aquaculture Right to Farm discussion with SADC and shellfish 

growers. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District Manager emailed H. Trotman, NRCS regarding receipt of the District’s 

request for dam assessment.  H. Trotman informed the District Manager, C. Oman, DEP 

Dam Safety will be contacting the District in early April.  C. Oman has not contacted the 

District as of this meeting.  H. Trotman would like to know more about the outcome of 

the conversation between the District and C. Oman before proceeding with the Districts’ 

request for dam assessment. 

 

The Emergency Action Plan (EAP) for Hunt Lake Dam Site needs to be updated.  This 

requires 24-hour points of contact; names and phone numbers of the owners/operators of 

the dam.  The District can look for an outside source for this request at cost to the 

District.  The  District may agree to prepare the EAP form per the Consent Order.  The 

District will not agree to be the owner/operator per L. Goldshore’s recommendation.  L. 

Goldshore, Esq. recommended leaving the line blank for the emergency contact.  There is 

the possibility of having someone on standby and paid by the District on an as needed 

basis. The District does not have a staff person to fill this position.    

 

L. Goldshore, Esq. received a phone call from Paul Stofa, Esq. from the New Jersey 

Deputy Commissioners Office (a former DAG).  P. Stofa, Esq. spoke to C. Oman and A. 

Reece from DEP Dam Safety about the dam situation.  They mentioned $500,00.00 in the 

budget for dam rehabilitation the State could use for concept planning/feasibility study.  

The discussion led to having the District looking for other funding sources, since the 

$500,000.00 will not be nearly enough money to rehab or decommission the dam. 

 

L. Goldshore, Esq. drafted a letter to Frank Minch, Director Dept. of Agriculture to have 

a meeting with all the interested parties including the Watershed Institute and Hopewell 

Township.  The letter is in draft form and L. Goldshore requested waiting a month before 

sending out the letter to see if there are any other issues/resolutions.  

 

EMPLOYEE SALARIES 

The District Manager presented to the Board the current District employee’s salaries and 

the step increases for the current year 2022.   

 

MOTION 7 

A motion to approve the next step salary increases for all employees was made by T. 

Wang, seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The next meeting will be held May 12, 2022.  

 



 

 

The District Manager is trying to set up a Dinner Tour for the next District meeting on 

May 12 2022.  The District Manager did not receive a response back from Princeton 

University about doing a tour at the University.   

 

L. Huebner suggested touring Hunt Lake Dam Site and having dinner in Hopewell at 

Orlando’s Diner or Hill Billy Hall. 

 

The Office Administrator suggested contacting the Mercer County Park Commission to 

tour the Miry Run Park being considered behind the District Office.  S. Ellis suggested 

having dinner at Tessara’s Restaurant in Hamilton after the meeting for dinner.  The 

District Manager will look into this for the next meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 2:12 pm. 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF MERCER COUNTY 

   SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

          BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

                                                590 HUGHES DRIVE 

     HAMILTON SQUARE, NJ 08690 

                  MARCH 10, 2022 

 

 
 

MCSCD SUPERVISORS                              STAFF 

Scott Ellis          Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

Gary Mount           Linda Sandusky  
Lucia Huebner                      
Theodora Wang                                OTHERS 

           Meredith Melendez  
           Lewis Goldshore, Esq. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:39 pm.  The Statement of 
Adequate Notice was read. 

 
The minutes of the February 11, 2022 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 
MOTION 1 
A motion to approve the minutes as mailed was made by L. Huebner seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously.  
 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the red for this 
period due to annual audit fees and yearly computer services.  
 

MOTION 2 
A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made by L. 

Huebner, seconded by G. Mount, carried unanimously. 
 
EXTENSION UPDATE 

Covid-19 restrictions at the Extension Office are starting to change.  No temperature 
checks at the door and still requiring masks.  The Extension has opened up the gym for 

Covid-19 vaccines & a Covid-19 testing site. 
 
March 9, 2022 was Wes Kline’s last Food Safety Program before retiring. 

 
March 14, 2022 the Board of Agricultural meeting will be an in-person meeting.  This is 

the first time in 2 years for an in-person meeting. 
 



 

 

Katheryn Homa has been working for one month as the Mercer County Horticulturist.  
 

4-H has hired a new educator, R. Sanchez-Hernandez.  He has an engineering degree and 
is a former high school science teacher. 

 
Next month M. Melendez will be traveling to Michigan for a Readiness Review Program 
and training inspectors on farm assessments.  

 
March 11, 2022 M. Melendez will be attending the Central Jersey Vegetable Growers 

meeting. 
 
The Director’s Report was given.  

 
NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

16 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  
1 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  
22 - REVIEWS  

94 - INSPECTIONS  
1 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 

9 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 
8 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 
1 - VIOLATION NOTICES 

0 - STOP WORK ORDERS 
0 - DENIALS 

0 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 
1 – 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 
 

CHAPTER 251 

Several complaints were received regarding significant sediment tracking and sediment 

washing off of the Trenton Organics Leaf and Composting site during rain events.  The 
District Manager met on site with NJDEP Bureau of Water Quality Enforcement to go 
over the issues.  The District Manager subsequently met on site with City of Trenton 

Officials, and the occupant / leasee of the site.  Solutions to the site issues that are 
directly contributing were discussed in detail.  There appears to be a coordination and or 

responsibility issue between the owner and the occupant.  The nature of the site does not 
allow for many of the standard sediment control techniques that are employed on 
construction sites.  A Notice of Violation (NOV) was subsequently issued by the NJDEP.  

It was also determined that the original plan certification for the initial construction of the 
project has expired.  An inquiry has been placed with the NJ Department of Agriculture, 

regarding how these types of project should be addressed. 
 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

The Office Administrator purchased several larger file cabinets for the Chapter 251 files, 
due to the restrictive size of the original file cabinets (letter as opposed to legal) and the 

volume of plans within the office.   There is one complete file cabinet for all of the 
Princeton University projects. 



 

 

The District Manager received an email from a Mercer County Senior Planner regarding 
the office’s sanitary sewer facilities (septic or sewer).  The county is in the process of 

going through a Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) update, to include the future 
bathroom facilities for the proposed park upgrades.  According to the County, the office 

(590 Hughes Drive) is not located within the sewer service area for Hamilton Twp.  It is 
thought that this could just be a mapping error.  The District Manager and County 
Planner agreed that the situation needs to be clarified and rectified as soon as reasonably 

possible.  The county will look into this further and provide an update. 
 

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 

The Dodge Dakota transmission appears to be in disrepair (again).  The vehicle does still 
run.  However, a constant humming is occurring from (what appears to be) the 

transmission.  Due to the age of the vehicle, and the condition of the vehicle, it was 
determined that repair of the vehicle is not a viable option.   

 
HUNT LAKE DAM 
The District Manager, Supervisors S. Ellis, T. Wang, and District Council, L. Goldshore, 

conducted a tour of the Hunt Lake Dam site on 02-17-2022.  They walked from the main 
access on Route 31 along the top of embankment, through the Auxiliary Spillway, where 

it terminates with the stream channel and further downstream.  The erosion repair within 
the spillway has to be addressed / completed.  Several items of interest were also noted.  
S. Ellis has some concern regarding a ponded area along the downstream embankment.  

The concern is related to a potential seepage issue.  There are also several tributaries that 
may be contributing surface runoff to this low-lying area.  Due to the complexity of the 

topography, it is difficult to discern the nature of the ponded area (seepage or just trapped 
water).  The additional corrugated metal pipe (CMP) adjacent to the primary concrete 
spillway culvert pipe was also noted.  The District Manager researched photos of the 

outlet from previous inspection years.  The CMP was present during past inspections.  
Therefore, it does not appear that the erosion around the culvert was due to a recent 

occurrence but may be occurring gradually over an extended period of time. 
 
The District Manager contacted A. Reyman, of Ted Dolci Excavating, Inc. regarding his 

anticipated schedule to repair the erosion within the auxiliary spillway.  The work will be 
scheduled as soon as weather permits and allows for accessibility to the area.  The 

emergency repairs were completed this week at Hunt Lake Dam by Ted Dolci 
Excavating, Inc. 
 

At the request of the District Board of Supervisors, the District Manager prepared a letter 
requesting a dam assessment of the Stony Brook Dam Site 7, from the NRCS.  In 

accordance with the NRCS guidelines, several of the NJDEP letters addressing noted 
deficiencies are required to be included with the letter. 
 

The District Manager requested that the annual inspection be performed by the NRCS.   
 

OFFICE COMPUTER SYSTEM 

Due to the hard drive crash on the main desktop computer in the office. several protocols 



 

 

have been instituted to ensure that all critical files and data are being backed up.  This 
entails saving all data to the server.  When the folders were being created on the server, 

the current Non-Point Source Pollution (NPS) MS Access data base was found on the 
server.  It was originally thought that this data was not being “mapped” directly to the 

server.  However, the data was in fact being mapped (saved) directly to the server as 
originally requested when the system was installed. The District Manager verified with 
our computer consultant that the server is being backed up on a nightly basis. 

 
MOTION 3 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by L. Huebner, seconded by G. 
Mount carried unanimously. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Two New Jersey Farmers Newspapers were received by the District. 

 
N.J. Association of Conservation Districts (NJACD) agenda for the Partnership Meeting 
to be held 3/28/22 at the Freehold District Offices was received by the District. 
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2022-6215-EW 2022-6193-E  2022-6221-H  2022-6224-H 
2022-6203-HB 2022-6208-HPB 2021-6072-HT  2021-6019-HT 
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MOTION 4 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by T. Wang, 
seconded by G. Mount, carried unanimously. 

 
RC&D STATUS 

A letter was received from the South Jersey RC&D along with an invoice for 2022 dues 

in the amount of $300.00.  The Board members agreed to send dues in the same amount 
as last year. 

 
MOTION 5 

A motion to submit 2022 dues to South Jersey RC&D in the amount of $100.00 was 

made by G. Mount, seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously.  
 

NRCS UPDATE 

C. Flanagan sent an update report to the District Manager.  Eight new FY 2022 EQIP 
applications were received for Mercer County.  To date, two applications for FY 2022 are 

funded.  Mercer County has seventeen existing EQIP Contracts.  There are three fully 
implemented EQIP Contract from FY 2021 completed.   

 
The office is open to the public with appointments only.  Staff is back in the office at 



 

 

75% capacity.  NRCS hired a new planner, Morgan Devine, she came from Indiana with 
6-year experiences with NRCS. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

The next meeting will be held April 14, 2022.  
 
The FY 2021 Audit Reports were distributed to the Board Members. 

 
G. Mount mentioned doing a meeting dinner tour somewhere in Mercer County.  

Suggestions were made to visit a site on the Princeton University campus.  The District 
Manager will contact the University to inquire. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 1:59 pm. 
 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 
      Secretary to the Board 

 

 



 

 

 

MINUTES OF MERCER COUNTY 

   SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

          BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

                                                590 HUGHES DRIVE 

     HAMILTON SQUARE, NJ 08690 

                  FEBRUARY 11, 2022 

 

 

 

MCSCD SUPERVISORS                              STAFF 

Scott Ellis          Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

Gary Mount (virtual at 1:55 pm)       Linda Sandusky (virtual) 

Lucia Huebner                      

Theodora Wang                                OTHERS 

           Meredith Melendez (virtual) 

           Lewis Goldshore, Esq. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:33 pm.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the January 13, 2022 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes as mailed was made by L. Huebner seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the red for this 

period due to a substantial refund to PennEast Pipeline for three withdrawn projects.  

 

MOTION 2 

A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made T. Wang, 

seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  

 

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

19 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

1 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  

24 - REVIEWS  

93 - INSPECTIONS  

3 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 



5 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

6 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

0 - VIOLATION NOTICES 

0 - STOP WORK ORDERS 

0 - DENIALS 

0 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 

3 – 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 251 

A Violation Notice was issued for the BAPS Hindu American Temple warehouse site in 

Robbinsville.  This was issued as a result of a lack of progress on the stormwater 

management detention / bioretention basins.  One of the first items required to be 

installed is the stormwater management basins.  These are primarily installed to mitigate 

surface runoff and for sediment control during construction. 

 

The district manager delivered the refund check for the Penn East Pipeline projects to the 

district chairman for signature.  The refund check for unused plan review fees and 

inspection fees was subsequently mailed to the applicant. 

 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

The district manager purchased and subsequently replaced the fluorescent light bulbs in 

the conference room.  LED lights, that are designed to operate with the existing ballast 

within the light fixtures, were installed. 

 

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 

A temperature warning light appeared in the Dodge Pickup Truck.  The truck was 

dropped off at the Robbinsville Twp. Public Works garage for repairs.  The light was 

related to the transmission.  After a diagnostic check, it was determined that the 

transmission is likely problematic and could potentially be failing.  The transmission was 

also previously repaired due a significant amount of slippage when engaged.  However, 

upon further inspection, it was also noted that there is a significant amount of frame rust 

throughout the vehicle.  There is not currently a safety issue related to these problems.  

However, due to the frame issues, it was highly recommended that the transmission, not 

be repaired since the service life of the vehicle is likely short. 

 

The district manager replaced the driver’s side brake light in the Ford Escape.   

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The district manager received a call from Frank Minch, Director of the Division of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources regarding the letter sent to the Secretary of the NJ 

Department of Agriculture regarding the district’s current position on Hunt Lake Dam.  

The intent of the letter was to reinforce the district’s position, that we are not in a position 

to manage or fund a rehabilitation or decommissioning of the Hunt Lake Dam.  The letter 

also suggested the issue would likely not be resolved at the current level, and higher 

government levels of participation may be required to facilitate the process.  Mr. Minch 

indicated that such a meeting is in order but would likely not occur until after the 2022 



NJ Agriculture convention, later in February.  He recommended that representatives from 

Mercer County, the district, the NJ Department of Agriculture, the NJDOT, NJDEP / 

Dam Safety and the NJ Attorney General’s office be present. 

 

OFFICE COMPUTER SYSTEM 

The Office Administrator noticed that her desk top computer was running slowly, and the 

remote laptop could not access the desktop.  RAM IT / Cerberus (district computer 

consultant) brought the CPU to their office for diagnostics and servicing.  We were 

informed that the hard drive crashed, and all stored data was not retrievable.  The office 

server is backed up on a nightly basis.  However, any data stored on individual desktops 

or laptops is not.  Significant data that was unrecoverable, included the Chapter 251 data, 

and Request for Authorization (RFA) logs.  The Chapter 251 data is contained within a 

Microsoft Access data base.  The district financial records and data was, and is, currently 

stored on the server, and therefore is backed up on a regular basis.  A backup copy of the 

Access data base created approximately 6 years ago has been located.  The district was 

under the impression that the data was being regularly backed up.  There was evidently a 

miscommunication / misunderstanding regarding the back-up process, specifically related 

to Chapter 251 data, when the system was first installed. 

 

The district’s computer consultant informed the district of a service that potentially could 

extract the information from the hard drive.  The district manager authorized the sending 

of the hard drive to the recommended vendor for a diagnostic check and a price to 

retrieve the data.  We were preliminarily informed that the cost to recover the data may 

range from between $3,500.00 to potentially $10,000.00, and possibly higher. 

 

The desktop computer was subsequently repaired with a new hard drive and brought back 

to the district.  We are awaiting the actual price to retrieve the data from our computer 

consultant’s vendor. 

 

When the data is re-installed, it will be located on the server, for regular back up. 

 

The district’s computer consultant also informed the district about a service they provide 

that monitors the “health” of computers.  Situations, similar to this may have been 

detected and could have potentially been avoided.  The service would run about $365.00 

per month and would cover all five (5) computers.  We are awaiting additional 

information and an official proposal, regarding this service. 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

The district manager filed for and received authorization to dispose of the chapter 251 

records.  This is done annually through a State of NJ web portal.  Chapter 251 project 

files must be retained for a minimum of 7 years, at which time they are eligible to be 

discarded.  However, approval must be received by the custodian of the records, through 

the Artemis (Records Retention and Disposition Management System) within the NJ 

Department of Treasury.  After the approval was received, the records were taken to the 

Hamilton Township Ecological Facility for recycling. 

 



A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. 

Wang carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Two New Jersey Farms Newspapers were received by the District. 

2. Farm Bureau Newsletter shared by L. Goldshore. 

3. Eager the surprising, secret life of Beavers and why they matter book brought in 

by L. Goldshore. 

4. Ernst Seeds Pamphlet received by the District.  

5. District Manager received an email from L. Goldshore about Warehouse booms.  

West Windsor Twp. In Mercer County to develop nine warehouses totaling 5.5 

million square feet on a 650-acre parcel. 

6. N.J. Association of Conservation Districts (NJACD) Annual Partnership meeting 

will be held March 28, 2022 at the Freehold District Office with virtual 

attendance also available. 

7. N.J. Association of Conservation Districts (NJACD) 2022 dues invoice in the 

amount of $850.00 was received by the District. 

8. N.J. Association of Conservation Districts (NJACD) letter requesting an 

Envirothon donation was received by the District. 

 

MOTION 4 

A motion to approve NJACD 2022 dues in the amount of $850.00 was made by T. Wang, 

seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

MOTION 5 

A motion to approve an Envirothon donation, and to be paid the same as last year, in the 

amount of $500.00, was made by T. Wang, seconded by L. Huebner, carried 

unanimously. 

 

CHAPTER 251 

2020-5817-H(R) 2021-6189-HT 2021-6191-HT 2022-6211-HT 

NJG0311685  2021-6188-P  2022-6194-P  2021-6067-P(R) 

2022-6197-P  2022-6196-P  2022-6209-P  NJG0324957 

2022-6201-P  2022-6198-P  2022-6195-P  2021-6171-WW 

2021-6063-WW(R) 2021-6178-WW 2021-6076-WW 

 

MOTION 6 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by L. 

Huebner, seconded by T. Wang carried unanimously.  

 

EXTENSION UPDATE 

Katherine Homa from Burlington County accepted the vacant Mercer County 

Horticulturist position. 

 

M. Melendez attended the New Jersey Agricultural Convention at the Harrah’s Resort & 

Waterfront Conference Center February 8-10 2022.  Some speakers were virtual, and 



others attended without travel restrictions.  M. Melendez had speakers from Michigan 

State and University of Georgia to talk to growers.  M. Melendez had a full day of Food 

Safety Training with a fairly good turnout. 

 

M. Melendez is preparing for the Central Jersey Vegetable meeting on February 24, 2022 

which is online this year. 

 

M. Melendez is continuing work on comments for the Federal Draft Water Rule (water 

used for irrigation). Based on FDA comments, they think all surface water is problematic 

and all surface water is the same.  

 

M. Melendez is able to work from home on Fridays now. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There is an additional CMP pipe exposed at Hunt Lake Dam, adjacent to the primary 

spillway discharge culvert.  The District Manager, S. Ellis, and L. Goldshore will visit the 

site on Thursday. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The District Manager asked the Board for a new Dell laptop, due to the age of and the 

decline in operating speed of his current laptop. 

 

MOTION 7 

A motion to approve the purchase of a new Dell laptop for the District Manager was 

made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. Wang carried unanimously. 

 

The District Manager presented the Soil & Water Conservation Cost Share Tables from 

NRCS, for approval. 

 

MOTION 8 

A motion to approve the Soil & Water Conservation Cost Share Tables was made by L. 

Huebner, seconded by T. Wang carried unanimously. 

 

L. Goldshore recommends the District request NRCS perform a dam assessment for Hunt 

Lake Dam.  The District will have to send NRCS a letter requesting the assessment.  

Failure to request the assessment by May 1, 2022 will result in the NRCS ceasing to 

provide assistance with Hunt Lake Dam. 

 

L. Goldshore recommended requesting NRCS continue to perform the annual inspection 

& using their services with regard to Hunt Lake Dam. 

 

MOTION 9 

A motion to approve a letter being sent to NRCS to perform the dam assessment for Hunt 

Lake Dam was made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously. 

The next District meeting will be held March 10, 2022. 

 



The meeting adjourned at 2:01 pm. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 

 

 



 

 

 

MINUTES OF MERCER COUNTY 

   SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

          BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

                                                590 HUGHES DRIVE 

     HAMILTON SQUARE, NJ 08690 

                  JANUARY 13, 2022 

 

 

 

MCSCD SUPERVISORS                              STAFF 

Scott Ellis          Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

Gary Mount          Linda Sandusky 

Lucia Huebner (virtual)                     

Theodora Wang (virtual)                              OTHERS 

           Lily Mehl, NJ State Assoc. 

           Louise Davis, NJ State  

           Assoc./SSCC  

           Lewis Goldshore, Esq. 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:36 pm.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the December 9, 2021 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes as mailed was made by L. Huebner seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the black for this 

period with Income up 3.4% and expenses up due to Hunt Lake Dam expenditures. 

 

MOTION 2 

A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made G. Mount, 

seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  

 

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

14 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

0 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  

16 - REVIEWS  

57 - INSPECTIONS  



1 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 

6 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

7 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

0 - VIOLATION NOTICES 

0 - STOP WORK ORDERS 

0 - DENIALS 

0 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 

1 – 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 251 

The district received an email from UGI Energy Services, the environmental consultant 

for the Penn East Pipeline Company, regarding the status of the Penn East Pipeline 

projects.  Attached to the email was a letter directly from Penn East Pipeline Company 

officially requesting the withdrawal of three (3) specific Penn East Pipeline projects:  

2019-5770-HT; 2019-5771-HT and 2019-5772-HT.  None of the three (3) projects were 

ever Certified.  All three (3) projects were initially issued review letters.  The requested 

technical revisions were never resubmitted for certification. 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District Manager met with District Counsel regarding a strategy moving forward 

with Hunt Lake Dam.  It was determined that the district should officially reach out to 

both the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, as well as the NJ Attorney General’s 

Office regarding the District’s repeated position on Hunt Lake Dam Decommissioning or 

upgrading.  District Counsel drafted several letters clearly outlining the district’s current 

position and position moving forward.  As previously discussed, and stated, the district 

does not have the capacity to fund or manage the decommissioning or the upgrading of 

Hunt Lake Dam. 

 

The District Manager attended (virtually) a seminar entitled: Preparing a Budget for a 

Dam Removal Project, on December 14, 2021.  The seminar was provided by: The 

Statewide Dam Removal Partnership.  The general topic of the seminar was costs and 

budgeting associated with the removal of Dams, specific within New Jersey. 

 

POSTER CONTEST 

The district received information regarding the 2022 Poster Contest, from the New Jersey 

Association of Conservation Districts (NJACD).  This year’s theme is: Healthy Soil: 

Healthy Life.  The Office Administrator added local district contact information and rules 

to the brochure.  The Office Administrator also compiled the list of school administration 

officials that we regularly contact and provide a copy of the brochure.  The district’s web 

site provider was also sent a copy of the brochure for posting.  The NJACD Executive 

Director also inquired if the district could be used (again) as a central hub for the 

gathering and judging of winners from each District.  The first-place winner, within each 

category, from each district, would be sent to the Mercer District office, for 

photographing and judging at the state level. 

 

 



 

ADMINISTRATION 

The District Manager received a request from the district manager of the Somerset Union 

Soil Conservation District, regarding any Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Software 

tools that we developed and might be able to provide to them for their use.  The Mercer 

District previously developed several Excel based software programs used to check and 

verify engineering calculations that are standard to many Chapter 251 applications.  The 

District Manager upgraded one of the programs, to meet the criteria within the most 

recent revision to the Standards and forwarded the same to the requesting district.  The 

district manager was extremely grateful for the assistance. 

 

MOTION 3 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by G. Mount, seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1.  New Jersey Farmers Newspaper. 

 

2.  New Jersey Department of Agriculture letter announcing the 2022 Annual State 

Agricultural Convention and the New Jersey Agricultural Convention and Trade 

Show will be held February 8-10, 2022 at Harrah’s Resort & Waterfront 

Conference Center. 
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MOTION 4 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by G. 

Mount, seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

NRCS UPDATE 

S. Ellis presented one Conservation Cost Share payment for approval by the Board and 

one Conservation Cost Share Agreement for approval. 

 

MOTION 5 

A motion to approve the Conservation Cost Share payment was made by T. Wang, 

seconded by L. Huebner with S. Ellis recusing himself, motion carried. 

 

MOTION 6 

A motion to approve the Conservation Cost Share Agreement was made by T. Wang, 

seconded by L. Huebner with S. Ellis recusing himself, motion carried. 

 

 



EXTENSION UPDATE 

The Mercer Extension office is open with limited staffing through at least January 24, 

2022.  Farmers looking for 2022 DMV certificates can come in during business hours. 

 

The New Jersey Agricultural Convention is planning to take place February 8-10, 2022 at  

Harrah’s Resort & Waterfront Conference Center.  Educational sessions scheduled can be 

found on the VGA website: Schedule—VGANJ. Pesticide credits are pending. 

 

The FDA FSMA Produce Safety Rule Subpart E agricultural water regulation is now 

available and open for comment.  The FDA is holding two virtual listening sessions in 

February, anyone interest may attend:  FSMA Produce Safety Rule Update – Proposed 

Water Provisions Released in December, 2021 | NC State Extension (ncsu.edu) 

 

SSCC UPDATE 

The District Manager shared a New Jersey Department of Agricultural press release 

naming Frank Minch, Director of NJDA’s Division of Agricultural and Natural 

Resources.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

HUNT LAKE 

The District Manager discussed letters prepared by L. Goldshore, Esq. to be sent to 

Andrew Reese, Deputy Attorney General Div. of Law & Douglas Fisher, Secretary of NJ 

Dept. of Agriculture concerning Hunt Lake Dam.  Each letter was discussed, and 

comments were added. 

 

L. Goldshore, Esq.  & District Manager gave an overview of the history concerning Hunt 

Lake Dam to update L. Mehl and L. Davis.   

 

L. Goldshore sent a letter to Sean Moriarty, Esq., NJ DEP, Deputy Commissioner for 

Legal, Regulatory and Legislative Affairs regarding Districts’ concerns over possible 

litigation from NJDEP.  L. Goldshore was then contacted by Paul Stofa, an Assistant in 

Sean Moriarty’s office who is involved in National Resource Damage Funds Recovery, 

for allocating funds for damaged resources.  Headgates dam in Raritan River, Somerset 

County, will be removed using natural resource damage funds per a press release from 

NJDEP dated 12/16/21. P. Stofa informed L. Goldshore that the Commissioner’s level at 

NJDEP is involved now.   

 

MOTION 7 

A motion to approve the two letters being sent, one to Secretary Fisher and the other to 

Andrew Reese was made by G. Mount, seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The District received a letter from PennEast Pipeline Company.  The PennEast Pipeline 

Projects are no longer supported and has ceased all further development of the projects. 

This letter is to request the withdrawals of their Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 



applications.  The District Manager spoke to the Board about refunding the balance of the 

unused application fees.  These projects (3 in total) have not been certified.   

 

MOTION 8 

A motion to refund the balance of the unused application fees for three applications to 

PennEast Pipeline Company was made by G. Mount, seconded by T. Wang, carried 

unanimously. 

 

The next District meetings is on February 10, 2022. 

 

Louise Davis, New Jersey State Association & State Committee Member, spoke to the 

Board.  The next NJ State Association Meeting entitled: The Partnership Meeting, will be 

held on March 28, 2022 at the Freehold District, with the option to be virtual.  There will 

be a fee for attendees even if you are virtual to cover costs associated with the meeting.  

The meeting is to strengthen the partnerships between the Districts, DEP, Dept. of 

Agriculture, NRCS and Rutgers.  This will replace the Regional Meetings.  DEP would 

like to discuss the Districts being involved with detention basin inspections.  L. Davis felt 

there should be compensation for inspection work done on their behalf.  NRCS would 

like the Districts to work on Conservation Plans.  This may require Districts to have a 

licensed Conservation Planner or Technical Service Provider (TSP) on staff.    Another 

aspect would be for the Districts to coordinate Working Group Meetings with NRCS.  All 

these items will require funding to the Districts.  There will also be discussions about 

long term planning for each Districts future.  In the afternoon there will be discussions 

regarding training for the Districts and Supervisors.   

 

The State Committee is always looking for volunteers for the State Committee and to 

form a Nominating Committee. 

 

Lily Mehl, the Executive Director, New Jersey State Association spoke to the Board.  

This new position includes partial funding through NRCS and working for the 

SSCC/Dept. of Agriculture to conduct the Education Programs, including Scholarships, 

Poster Contest, Envirothon, and coordinating the Annual and Regional Meetings.  The 

Envirothon last year was virtual and L. Mehl felt it was a wonderful experience and was 

well received.    The New Jersey team competed Nationally and came in 14th place out of 

47 teams.  This coming year the Envirothon will be virtual.  L. Mehl is looking for 

volunteers for judging the Envirothon.     

 

L. Mehl worked on updating the website and has all the meetings posted and other 

interesting updates.    

 

L. Mehl thanked the District for allowing them to judge the poster contest at the Districts 

office again this year. 

 

L. Huebner mentioned an upcoming NOFA Conference the last weekend in January. 

 

 



The District Manager mentioned the Administrators email was hacked.  The laptop being 

used was taken to Ram-It for an overall evaluation.  The hard drive was wiped clean, and 

the files reinstalled.  Ram-it will be installing a new virus software called Bit Defender.  . 

 

The meeting adjourned at 2:08 pm. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 

 

 



 

 

 

MINUTES OF MERCER COUNTY 

   SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

          BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

                                                590 HUGHES DRIVE 

     HAMILTON SQUARE, NJ 08690 

                  DECEMBER 9, 2021 

 

 

 

MCSCD SUPERVISORS                                      STAFF 

Scott Ellis       Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

Gary Mount       Linda Sandusky 

Lucia Huebner                       

Theodora Wang                                   OTHERS 

        Lewis Goldshore, Esq. 

        Clint Oman, P.E. 

NJ DEP Dam Safety 

        Andrew Reece, Esq. 

        NJ Attorney Generals Office  

        For DEP Dam Safety 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 11:40 am.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the November 9, 2021 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes was made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. Wang, carried 

unanimously.  

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District Manager presented a PowerPoint presentation on Hunt Lake Dam, 

explaining the dam issues, what will be required and what is to be expected for the future 

of the dam.  The District Manager is currently waiting for an estimate on the dam 

spillway repairs required.  C. Oman mentioned the inadequate spillway capacity is the 

main item of concern. 

 

Under the Watershed Rehabilitation Program (WRP), NRCS will prepare three 

assessment reports, at no cost to the Sponsoring Local Organization (SLO). The SLO 

needs to respond to NRCS by May 1, 2022.  If the request for assessment studies is not 

received by May 1, 2022, NRCS will close out the operations and maintenance 

agreement and will cease to perform any and all inspections. 

 



Andrew Reece asked if the district has contacted the Dept. of Agriculture with regard to 

sponsoring the Hunt Lake Dam.  L. Goldshore will contact New Jersey Dept. of 

Agriculture to clarify if they have the authority of land rights, power of eminent domain 

and the ability to tax for dam safety issues and/or decommissioning.  L. Goldshore will 

follow up with a letter and copy the District, C. Oman & A. Reece.  C. Oman reminded 

the district, since the DEP regulates 1,730+ dams in New Jersey, they cannot be an 

owner/sponsor as the regulatory authority. There is $500,000.00 in funds available 

through DEP, earmarked for dam rehabilitation and/or decommissioning. 

 

The District Manager suggested a meeting for assistance from the DEP Commissioner 

and the Secretary of Agriculture.  The purpose would be to find a critical path to move 

forward.  C. Oman and A. Reece feel the next step should be the district contact the Dept. 

of Agriculture for funding.   

 

L. Goldshore suggested contacting local State Legislators for State assistance and 

funding.  L. Huebner suggested contacting Bonnie Watson Coleman for assistance on the 

Federal level with funding through the Infrastructure Bill. 

 

G. Mount questioned what the cost will be to decommission the dam.  The District 

Manager will be attending a seminar titled: The Cost to Decommission Dams, on the 14th.  

No cost estimates are available yet.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The district was in the black for this 

period with insurance, vehicle repairs and Hunt Lake Dam being the top expenses.   

 

MOTION 2 

A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made by G. Mount 

seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  

 

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

14 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

2 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  

18 - REVIEWS  

77- INSPECTIONS  

1 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 

10 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

6 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

0 - VIOLATION NOTICES 

0 - STOP WORK ORDERS 

0 - DENIALS 

0 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 

2 – 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 

 

 



 

CHAPTER 251 

Materials shortages and supply chain issues continue to present challenges to developers 

regarding construction sequencing.  Specifically, some materials required to complete 

stormwater management facilities are on back order, creating issues with the critical path 

for project completion.  The district is examining each of these issues on an individual 

basis and offering solutions that allow for the continuation of the project, but which also 

meet the requirements of the Certified plan. 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM CONTINUED 

The district manager and district counsel conducted a teleconference call with Hilary 

Trotman, State Engineer, regarding a letter prepared by the NRCS addressing several 

issues related to Hunt Lake Dam.  Ms. Trotman clarified several aspects of the letter and 

respective requirements associated with the options presented in the letter.  One of the 

main issues related to NRCS programs is Local Sponsor Eligibility.  The district does not 

meet some of the requirements to be solely considered an eligible sponsor.  Therefore, the 

programs would not be available directly to the district without an additional sponsor, 

meeting the established criteria. 

 

The district manager attended a video conference meeting with district counsel, Lew 

Goldshore; John Moyle, NJDEP Dam Safety; Clint Oman, NJDEP Dam Safety; and 

Andrew Reese, NJ DAG on November 23, 2021.  Topics of discussion included: The 

emergency repairs status, and intermediate / long term planning process.  The district has 

been fulfilling their obligations enumerated in the Consent Order, and the additional letter 

issued by NJDEP after hurricane Ida. 

 

The district discussed the repairs suggested by the NRCS within the Emergency 

inspection report, prepared by the district, and the NRCS, signed by the NRCS, and 

subsequently forwarded to the NJDEP.  NJDEP Dam Safety indicated that their 

interpretation of the report, was that some of the items suggested did not necessarily 

require immediate attention, but were more intermediate to longer term items.  Dam 

Safety indicated that the spillway erosion be addressed immediately.  They further 

indicated that a vegetated solution could be used in lieu of the riprap.  The district agreed 

that we would pursue this solution, and expedite the repair as soon as possible. 

 

Andrew Reese indicated that he believes the district has not fully explored/pursued 

funding sources for the implementation of either decommissioning or upgrading the Dam.  

The district listed several of the sources and paths that have been pursued to date. 

 

PERMIT EXTENSION ACT (PEA 2020) 

The district completed the remaining Permit Extension Act (PEA) notification and 

clarification letters to all applicants that were eligible for an extension.  Initially, there 

was an interpretation that allowed for a distinction between projects that expired during 

the PEA and those that expired after the PEA.  That interpretation was later clarified to 

eliminate that distinction.  All projects that registered were eligible for an extension 

during the tolling period of the Act.  Applicants that initially received notifications that 



these projects were not eligible under the Act, received a clarification letter with the new 

expiration date in accordance with additional guidance. 

 

MOTION 3 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

New Jersey Farmer Newspaper 

Colonial Pipeline Co. Community Pipeline Safety Guide 

Letter From Northeast Organic Farming Association of NJ 
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MOTION 4 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by G. 

Mount, seconded by. L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

NRCS UPDATE 

The District Manager presented one CREP - Conservation Plan for Brush Management, 

for approval. 

 

MOTION 5 

A motion to approve CREP – Conservation Plan for Brush Management was made by G. 

Mount, seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

EXTENSION UPDATE 

M. Melendez could not make the meeting and sent an update to the District Manager. 

 

The FDA has released the draft re-written rule for the FSMA Produce Safety Rule, 

subpart E, specific to water quality requirements.  The burden of water quality falls fully 

onto the farmer.  M. Melendez and staff are reading the proposed water regulations now 

and will post updates, include public comment options and public meetings in the near 

future. 

 

The food safety team is writing a three-year grant proposal for USDA funds to continue 

our outreach to farmers with a specific focus on new and beginning farmers.  This 

funding is necessary to keep J. Matthews employed after W. Kline retires.  They are also 

in the process of proposing their scope of work specific to the FSMA Produce Safety 

Rule to the Department of Agriculture, hoping for a consistent level of funding for 2022, 

similar to 2021. 

 



M. Melendez is hoping to announce a new hire for Mercer County Horticulturist position 

at the January meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The next District meeting will be on January 13, 2022. 

 

The District Legal Counsel, Lewis Goldshore, Esq. asked for a retainer of 

$12000.00/year. 

 

The Board agreed to have the District Legal Counsel, Lewis Goldshore, Esq. on a retainer 

for 2022. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:35 pm. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MINUTES OF MERCER COUNTY 

   SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

          BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

                                                590 HUGHES DRIVE 

     HAMILTON SQUARE, NJ 08690 

                  NOVEMBER 9, 2021 

 

 

 

MCSCD SUPERVISORS                                      STAFF 

Scott Ellis       Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

Theodora Wang      Linda Sandusky 

Lucia Huebner                       

                                     OTHERS 

        Meredith Melendez 

        Lewis Goldshore, Esq. 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:43 pm.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the October 7, 2021 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes as mailed was made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the black for this 

period and slightly up from this time last year.    

 

MOTION 2 

A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made T. Wang 

seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  

 

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

12 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

0 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  

17 - REVIEWS  

98 - INSPECTIONS  

4- PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 

43 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

2 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

2 - VIOLATION NOTICES 



0 - STOP WORK ORDERS 

0 - DENIALS 

0 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 

4 – 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 251 

A Violation Notice was issued for HRP Mercer Urban Renewal, located on Duck Island 

in Hamilton Township) due to out of sequence construction related to incomplete 

detention basins.  The district has been working closely with the applicant / developer 

regarding this issue.  The developer was notified multiple times, over the past year, 

regarding the sequencing of the detention basins related to building construction.  Since 

the issuance of the Violation Notice, significant progress has been made towards the 

completion of the basins.  The district manager also met several times with 

representatives of the owner and developer to outline the anticipated progress and 

completion requirements. 

 

A Violation Notice was also issued for the Vintage at Hamilton residential project, also 

located in Hamilton.  The main issue was regarding the removal of a stockpile of 

unprotected Acidic Soil.  The Standards require that this material either be properly 

protected, mitigated, or removed.  The developer was notified multiple times to address 

this issue. 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District Manager conducted an inspection on October 27, 2021 after a significant 

rainfall event occurred several days prior.  There were no signs of the Primary Spillway 

being clogged or blocked and the water surface within the lake appeared at its normal 

elevation.  There were no signs that Auxiliary Spillway saw any flow.   

 

It was also noted that the embankments as well as the auxiliary spillway were recently 

mowed as requested.  An Invoice for the work was received, and payment will be made. 

 

The District Manager received an email from Hilary Trotman, P.E. regarding the 

Emergency Inspection report.  She has been in touch with the National Office (USDA 

NRCS) regarding several options to address the current deficiencies.  She will complete 

the report and provide the options as soon as they have been made available to her.   

 

ADMINISTRATION 

The District Manager attended two (2) separate Strategic Planning Group Meetings on 

10-12-21 and 10-26-2021.  Topics, including: Succession planning; Diversification of 

income sources; Diversification of district functions; Supervisor, administrative and 

technical training, were all discussed.  This represents the last scheduled meeting.  A 

report outlining the findings will be produced and presented to the State Soil 

Conservation Committee. 

 

PERMIT EXTENSION ACT (PEA 2020) 

A clarification was issued regarding expiration dates for the Permit Extension Act from 

the Executive Secretary of the State Dept. of Agriculture.  The original directive expired 

after the end of the PEA – June 4, 2021 with a 6-month extension period until December 

4, 2021.  When the original Bulletin was received, the District Manager notified 



applicants, in writing regarding this.  The district received an inquiry from an applicant, 

when one of their letters was received.  The request for a determination was submitted 

back to the Executive Secretary.  After consultation, a clarification statement was issued 

that indicated these projects, are entitled to a time extension. 

 

The District Manager is in the process of preparing additional / revised letters, with new 

expiration dates to each applicant that received the initial letter. 

 

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 

The Ford Escape was serviced due to a Check Engine light which, in turn, caused the 

vehicle to fail inspection.  The vehicle was serviced at Robbinsville Twp., and brought 

back to the inspection center.  The vehicle subsequently passed inspection.  

 

MOTION 3 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The District received to following correspondence: 

The New Jersey Farmer 

Auction Notice for 90+ Parcels throughout Trenton 

Assunpink Creek Supplemental Watershed Plan letter from USDA, Julia Hawkins, State 

Conservationist confirming the Districts withdrawal as a local sponsor from the 

Rehabilitation of Assunpink Creek Dam #8.  
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MOTION 4 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by T. Wang, 

seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

RC&D STATUS 

The District Manager obtained the Meeting Agenda, Minutes from the last Council 

Meeting and the Coordinators Report from South Jersey RC&D. 

 

EXTENSION UPDATE 

Last night was Rutgers Environmental Stewards Summit Graduation for all the 

volunteers that did their final projects from 20-week classes teaching about the 

environment and New Jersey.   

 

M. Melendez received a call from a gentleman who is partnering with Hamilton 

Township to have Hamilton designated as a municipal pollinator location.  The topic of   

pollinators remain very popular with the public.  

 

 



J. Mathews and M. Melendez are working on a USDA Grant focused on beginning 

farmers doing business planning and incorporating food safety into their business plan. 

 

Interviews have started for the County Horticulturist position.  This position is being 

changed from a Mercer County position to a Rutgers University position to make the 

position more attractive to applicants.  Mercer County will fund the position and Rutgers 

University will implement the position with benefits, etc.    

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

The District Manager presented a PowerPoint presentation on Hunt Lake Dam.  Upon the 

receipt of the emergency repair inspection result recommendations from H. Trotman, 

NRCS there are a few things on the list to address as follows: 

 

1. Stabilize the auxiliary spillway which shall include placement of rock riprap. 

 

2. Tree and stump removals at the auxiliary spillway due to the canopy cover 

inhibiting grass growth. 

 

3. Grading at the lower end of the channel 

 

4. Inspect and investigate the aggregate and foundation drain at the downstream 

embankment of the dam.  

 

5. Hydraulic and hydrologic analysis study 

 

6. Stability analysis study 

 

7. Failure inundation analysis study 

 

There is an option through NRCS to fund a portion of the repairs with stipulations 

through the Emergency Watershed Protection Program.  This program will provide 

assistance for Sponsoring Local Organizations (SLO) for repairs.  NRCS will fund 100% 

of the costs for technical, engineering and administrative costs and 75% of the 

construction costs with the SLO to pay the balance of 25%.  The SLO has to have the 

land rights for repair access. 

 

SLO will supply all the necessary permits, hire a contractor, perform construction 

management and perform necessary maintenance for a period of 5-years.   

 

The Federal requirement states the agreement has to be signed by December 1, 2021  

for this grant. 

 

Another option is NRCS prepare three assessments reports, at no cost to the SLO.  A 

request in writing has to be received by May 1, 2022.  Upon completion of the 

assessment reports, under the Watershed Rehabilitation Program,(WRP), options 

including breaching or upgrading will be thoroughly analyzed by NRCS.  The Local 

Sponsor would be responsible for 35% on the construction costs.  The Local Sponsor 

must have land rights, power of eminent domain, and the ability to tax.  NRCS would pay 



100% of the planning and engineering costs.  There will by a 50-year maintenance 

responsibility agreement between NRCS and the Local Sponsor.  If the request for 

assessment studies is not received by May 1, 2022, NRCS will close out the operations 

and maintenance agreement and will cease to perform any and all inspections.   

 

 C. Oman, DEP responded to a request from the District Manager with regard to the 

$500,000.00 in funds through DEP earmarked for Dam rehabilitation and/or 

decommissioning the dam.  The District Manager wanted to know if a portion of the 

funds can be used for emergency repair work.  C. Oman responded that the funds are not 

available for miscellaneous repairs. The funds are earmarked specifically for 

decommissioning or rehabilitation of the structure.    

 

L. Goldshore, Esq. gave a summary of all the possible scenarios with the financial 

implications.  L. Goldshore suggested another meeting with H. Trotman, NRCS, to ask 

additional questions with regard to the EWPP and WRP programs and an additional 

meeting with C. Oman, DEP. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The next meeting will be December 9, 2021. 

 

The Board discussed the 2022 District Meeting Schedule and 2022 Holiday Schedule.    

 

MOTION 5 

Motion to approve the 2022 District Meeting Schedule and the 2022 Holiday Schedule 

was made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

The meting adjourned at 2:03 pm. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      

Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 

 

 

       

 

 

 



 
 
 

MINUTES OF MERCER COUNTY 
   SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
          BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 
                                                590 HUGHES DRIVE 
     HAMILTON SQUARE, NJ 08690 
                  OCTOBER 7, 2021 
 
 
 
MCSCD SUPERVISORS                                      STAFF 
Scott Ellis       Paul Schiariti, P.E. 
Gary Mount        
Lucia Huebner - virtual                      
Theodora Wang - virtual                                  OTHERS 
        Meredith Melendez - virtual 
        Frank Minch - virtual 
        Lewis Goldshore, Esq. 
 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:32 pm.  The Statement of 
Adequate Notice was read. 
 
The minutes of the September 9, 2021 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   
 
MOTION 1 
A motion to approve the minutes as mailed was made by G. Mount, seconded by T. 
Wang, carried unanimously.  
 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the black for this 
period with insurance and website updates being the top expenses.    
 
MOTION 2 
A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made G. Mount 
seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 
 
The Director’s Report was given.  
 
NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 
19 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  
0 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  
19 - REVIEWS  
85 - INSPECTIONS  
0 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 



35 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 
0 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 
2 - VIOLATION NOTICES  
0 - STOP WORK ORDERS 
0 - DENIALS 
0- CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 
1– 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 
 
CHAPTER 251 
Due to the pandemic and subsequent shut down within many construction related sectors 
across the country, material supply shortages are becoming an issue relative to the 
performance of obligatory tasks under the Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Act.  
Materials used for sediment control purposes that previously could be procured in short 
time periods, are now being backordered, with delivery times exceedingly long.  This has 
presented itself to be challenging from an enforcement perspective, in particular on 
several projects that were issued Violation Notices.  Pre-cast concrete Outflow Control 
Structures, headwalls, retaining wall materials, etc., are taking exceedingly long times to 
be delivered.  This is requiring additional site monitoring on many sites during the 
beginning stages of construction, during the time period that Stormwater Management 
facilities are required to be installed. 
 
HUNT LAKE DAM 
The District hosted a meeting with representatives from the USDA NRCS: Hilary 
Trotman, P.E., Evan Madlinger; NJDEP Dam Safety: John Moyle, P.E., Clint Oman, 
P.E.; Mercer District representatives: Theodora Wang, Supervisor, Lew Goldshore, Esq., 
Paul Schiariti, P.E., District Manager. 
 
The main topic of discussion was regarding the various Dam Breaching paths are 
available.  There are essentially two (2) distinct paths that can be taken:  The USDA 
NRCS process and through private consultant engineers.   
 
The process through the USDA would require an official request from a qualifying 
Sponsoring Local organization (SLO).  The USDA would provide 100% of the planning 
and engineering costs for the project and cost share 65% of the construction costs.  The 
SLO would be responsible for the remaining 35%.  The $500,000.00 that is currently 
being held by the state, could be used as the SLO cost share portion. 
 
The engineering and planning process through private consultants, would be funded 
through the same $500,000.00.  It is likely that a significant portion of the available 
earmarked funds, would be expended during this process, leaving no funds available for 
the construction / breaching. 
 
It was also noted that the physical breaching would likely entail more than just opening 
the Dam embankment to an engineered size, to pass the stream.  Sediment testing and 
removal issues as well as lake / stream bed stabilization issues would need to be 
considered as well. 



 
The NJDEP’s position is that the District is responsible for managing and initiating the 
breach process and the homeowners bare no responsibility due to the Summary Judgment 
issued by Judge Hogan.  Although the Summary Judgment did indicate this, the District 
does not concur with this interpretation, based upon several additional appellate court 
decisions that clearly indicated the original judgment was in error. 
 
The District’s attorney, forwarded a statement to NJDEP Dam Safety regarding our 
position relative to the homeowner’s responsibility, that cited the appellate court 
decisions. 
 
The District Manager prepared the required Emergency Inspection report and forwarded 
the same to Hilary Trotman, P.E. for her input, recommendations, and endorsement. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
The District Manager attended a virtual Managers Liaison Meeting on 09-16-2021.  
Topics discussed during the meeting, included:  The Annual Conference to be held on 
November 10th, virtually; revised State Cost Share Rates for Well Drilling; the revised 
Chapter 251 Application Addendum; Federal Facilities Fee Schedule Update; NRCS 
MOA’s; and various District Activities. 
 
The District Manager took part in a virtual Strategic Planning Group Meeting on 09-20-
2021.  Due to previous commitments, the District Manager, attended the meeting late.  
The main topic of conversation was technical training for district employees, 
administrative training for district administrative staff, and Supervisor training.  A 
training sub-committee was formed. 
 
MOTION 3 
A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by G. Mount, seconded by L. 
Huebner, carried unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
The District received to following correspondence: 
The New Jersey Farmer 
Forestry Notes 
Estuary News 
NACD Annual Membership Dues Letter 
 
MOTION 4 
A motion to approve National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) Annual 
Membership 2022 for the same amount as last year ($250.00) was made by G. Mount, 
seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously. 
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MOTION 5 
A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by T. Wang, 
seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 
 
NRCS UPDATE 
A Conservation Plan was presented for District approval.  Soil and Water Conservation 
Cost Share Rate Tables (wells) were also presented for approval. 
 
MOTION 6 
A motion to approve a Conservation Plan in Mercer County recommended for approval 
was made by G. Mount, seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 
 
MOTION 7 
A motion to approve the Soil and Water Conservation Cost Share Rate Tables (wells) 
was made by G. Mount, seconded by T. Wang, carried unanimously. 
 
EXTENSION UPDATE 
The County Horticulturalist position has 3 applicants to date.  This position will manage 
250 volunteers, questions from the public and perform other duties related to the position. 
 
M. Melendez has been spending time at the Mercer Educational Gardens at the 
Equestrian Center.  Beautification Gardens with composting demonstrations of 20 
different composting systems for homeowners. 
 
Dana, at the Extension Office will be getting a fulltime office help. 
 
SNAP Education will be hiring a person to set up new gardens in every school in 
Trenton.  The Master Gardeners will be learning more about this in order to participate.  
M. Melendez will be setting up a self-assessment for produce safety in these school 
gardens which will turn into a partner effort for the State. 
 
The Vegetable Working Group is putting together educational presentations for the 
Annual Ag Convention and Vegetable Gowers Association Annual Meeting held in 
Atlantic City, NJ.  So far, this will be an in person meeting unless covid-19 protocols 
require a change to a virtual meeting. 
 
SSCC UPDATE 
F. Minch’s office will be reaching out to the Extension with regard to composting and 
other issues.  DEP is working heavily with regard to food waste issues.  Dept. of Ag has 
been working with DEP on proper ways to dispose of food waste at farms. 
 



The Annual Conference will be held Wednesday, November 10, 2021 from 12:00 – 1:30 
pm in a virtual format.  This will be an Annual Business Meeting. 
 
The NJACD/SSCC Caucus Meetings will be held Thursday, November 4, 2021 in a 
virtual format. 
 
The Annual Partnership Meeting – Focus on Partnerships will by held Monday, March 
28, 2022 at the Freehold Office as an in-person meeting. 
 
Monique Purcell, Director of the Division of Agricultural and Natural Resources is 
retiring at the end of October, 2021.  Frank Minch will be the Acting Director and is 
applying for the position. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 The District Manager did a power point presentation on Hunt Lake Dam.  The original 
work plan was prepared in 1956 by Stony Brook Millstone with the Freehold Soil 
Conservation District and the Mid Jersey Soil Conservation District.  Mid Jersey is now 
the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District.  Mercer District original came from the 
Freehold District.  The Mid Jersey District took responsibility for operation and 
maintenance of 2 structures in Hunterdon County and the Freehold District took 
responsibility for the    other 7 structures which included the ones in Mercer County.  
They both entered into agreements with the Watershed Association for assurance of 
operation and maintenance funds.   The work plan stated: operation and maintenance will 
be accomplished by local labor under force account or by landowners under any 
agreement with the Watershed Association. There is a statement in the original work plan 
that stated “the structures will be the property of the landowners”.  A copy of the 
watershed plan was sent to Clint Oman by the District attorney, Lewis Goldshore, Esq.  
Additional supplements were added to the original work plan to add and delete items.  
The supplements were issued in 1959 and 1965.  In 1959 the Mercer District was formed 
and took over all responsibility from the Freehold District for the dams in Mercer 
County.  The 5th supplement in 1961 added the New Jersey Department of Conservation 
and Economic Development as an additional sponsor.  This department was the precursor 
to the New Jersey DEP.  The 6th supplement in 1966 added the County of Mercer as a 
sponsor.  The 7th supplement in 1974 as a result of the Uniform Relocation Assistance in 
Real Property Acquisition Policy Act.  This was to guarantee relocation reimbursements 
to property owners when they had to relocate and all sponsors were to share the costs. 
 
A separate agreement was executed between the Freehold District and Watershed 
Association 1958.  The Freehold District then transferred the operations and maintenance 
to the Mercer District who in turn transferred this back to the Watershed Association in 
1974.   
 
The current options for the decommissioning process, per the meeting with Hilary 
Trotman, NRCS, are as follows: 
 

1. NRCS will pay 100% of the planning and engineering costs. 



 
2. NRCS will cost share 65% of the construction costs with the local sponsor paying 

the remaining 35%. 
 

3. The $500,000.00 earmarked from the State of New Jersey could be used for the 
cost share 35% portion. 

 
4. The Local Sponsor must have land rights. 

 
5. The Local Sponsor must sign a 50-year maintenance responsibility agreement for 

the breach with NRCS. 
 
L. Goldshore, Esq. went into detail regarding Judge Hogan’s original judgment which 
stated the home owners have no responsibility for the dam.  This judgment was 
overturned by the Appellate Court stating the land owners do have some responsibility 
and Judge Hogan’s decision was found to be erroneous.  In summary, L. Goldshore’s 
opinion is going into litigation is not in the best interest of all parties at this time.  Taking 
into consideration all 75 years of history of the dam, L. Goldshore feels all parties should 
be involved to resolve the dam issue and the District should keep following the Consent 
Order, to perform the regular maintenance at (mowing, debris removal) Hunt Lake Dam. 
 
The District Manager conducted the dam inspection after Hurricane Ida and the report 
was sent to Hilary Trotman, NRCS.  He is waiting for the H. Trotman’s 
recommendations from the report.  The District Manager stated the District will be in a 
better position to make a decision after the report analysis is received.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
The next meeting will be November 10, 2021 which is a Wednesday. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:23 pm. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 
      Secretary to the Board 
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The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:44 pm.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the August 12, 2021 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes as mailed was made by G. Mount, seconded by L. 

Huebner, carried unanimously.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the black for the 

month of August with extra expenses reported for Hunt Lake Dam.   

 

MOTION 2 
A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made by G. 

Mount, seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  

 

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

14 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

1 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  

31 - REVIEWS  

71- INSPECTIONS  

2 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 

19 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

1 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

2 - VIOLATION NOTICES 



1- STOP WORK ORDERS 

0 - DENIALS 

0 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 

2– 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 251 

 

A Violation Notice was issued for the Manchester 270 warehouse project in Hamilton.  

This was the old Congoleum Industrial complex on Sloan Avenue that is being converted 

into warehouse.  The Violation Notice requested that the site be brought into compliance 

which included permanent stabilization, since site work had been completed at least 4 

months ago, and we are currently within the optimum seeding season.  No action took 

place on the Violation Notice.  The District proceeded with the issuance of a Stop 

Construction Order (SWO) for the site.  Currently, some activity (landscaping) is 

occurring to remedy the issues noted in both the Violation Notice as well as the Stop 

Construction Order.  The District Manager has been in contact with the Superintendent 

regarding the issues associated with the SWO. 

 

A Violation Notice was issued for the 269 Wykoff’s Mills Road project.  During a 

regular inspection it was noted that there were several silt fence breaches causing 

sediment deposition within the Millstone River, unfiltered dewatering of sediment laden 

water and a large stockpile located outside of the limit of disturbance of the project, on an 

adjacent property not owned by the applicant.  The applicant is currently working to 

remedy all violations. 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM MAINTENANCE 

 

There have been several significant rainfall events over the past month that have 

triggered an alert from the Emergency Warning Notification System (DamWatch).  The 

NRCS is notified and contacts the District to conduct a condition assessment of the Dam 

after the storm.  During Tropical Storm Henry, it was noted that Water Lilies originating 

around the perimeter of the lake, broke loose and were tangled within the trash racks of 

the spillway.  The District contacted Drew Cowley to assess the situation and eliminate 

the possibility that this could also be a beaver dam.  Mr. Cowley, conducted a site 

inspection and indicated that it was unlikely a beaver dam issue, due to how the material 

was contained. 

 

The District conducted an additional inspection after Hurricane Ida to assess the 

conditions.  It was noted that the Auxiliary Spillway received a significant amount of 

flow, possibly as high as 3 ft. across the level section.  It was also noted that there was 

head-cutting erosion damage where the Auxiliary Spillway intersects the receiving 

channel.  Also, additional debris and water lilies were noted within the trash racks of the 

Primary Spillway.  The District Manager contacted a Site Contractor, Ted Dolci, Inc., for 

an estimate to repair the erosion damage and remove the vegetation and debris from the 

Primary Spillway.  The contractor brought a small fishing boat and was able to access the 

spillway and remove the vegetation from all of the trash racks, and the surrounding areas, 

to prevent additional clogging.  The District Manager contacted the NRCS as well as 

Dam Safety to make them aware of the issues and the condition.  We are awaiting a price 



from the contractor to repair the erosion gully at the end of the spillway.  During the 

inspection, several Dam Safety inspectors arrived at the Dam to conduct an assessment.  

Inspecting High Hazard Dams after certain climate events is standard operating 

procedure for Dam Safety. 

 

MOTION 3 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by G. Mount, seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Two NJ Farmers Newspapers were received. 

The District received a Dutch Flower Bulb booklet.  
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MOTION 4 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by G. 

Mount, seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

EXTENSION UPDATE 

The office has been open since July with all employees wearing masks.  Extension has 

been getting many drop off samples for the Master Gardeners.  The hotline has been 

inundated with questions regarding Spotted Lantern Flies, Yellow Jackets and tree 

fungus.  S. Ellis and G. Mount’s farms are inundated with Spotted Lantern Flies. 

 

M. Melendez has been involved with the new Cottage Food Law.   Which allows private 

bakers to provide baked goods to the public at Farmers Markets, bake sales, etc.  New 

Jersey Chapter 24 allows Bee Keepers to sell honey and be exempt from the food laws.  

This new law requires Bee Keepers to comply and take a food safety course, the same as 

a school cafeteria course. This is a multi-day course, which is very expensive and 

applicants are required to pass a test to qualify under the new Cottage Food Law.  Any 

Bee Keeper making over $50,000.00 has to comply with the Federal Food Law with a 

certified kitchen similar to food processors. 

 

 

No applications have been received for the Mercer County Horticulturist position to date.   

  

S. Ellis mentioned Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) is currently found on Deer in 

his area. This is a virus caused by a Midge that kills Deer. 

 

 

 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District received a letter from State of New Jersey DEP, John Moyle the Director 

Division of Dam Safety & Flood Engineering.  The Letter states the dam’s emergency 

spillway was damaged by Tropical Storm Ida.  The letter erroneously mentions the 

District as the dam owner.  The letter is directing the District to obtain the services of a 

New Jersey licensed professional engineer experienced in the design and construction of 

dams to undertake the following measures: 

 

1. Perform a detailed site inspection and submit a report of the findings of both 

temporary and long-term recommendations for repair to bring the dam into 

compliance with the Safe Dam Act. 

 

2. Provide written confirmation within ten (10) days of the date of this letter (9/3/21) 

to comply with this directive and supply the engineers information that performed 

the inspection. 

 

L. Goldshore questioned, whether the soil erosion from the storm is considered regular 

maintenance or an extreme erosion.  Since the Districts sponsorship has ended, are we 

responsible?  

 

The District Manager and the Districts’ legal counsel, L. Goldshore prepared a draft letter 

that was discussed by the Board. 

 

 L. Goldshore recommended the District provide assistance to DEP – that is, as a courtesy 

to another State Agency and without prejudice to any of its legal rights.  The District will 

prepare a report and have approved by USDA NRCS, Hilary Trotman, P.E. for signature.  

G. Mount suggested adding a line that the District is not the responsible party.  L. 

Goldshore would like to add the Stoney Brook Watershed Authority as a responsible 

party.  S. Ellis feels the Department of Agriculture, Doug Fisher should be involved also. 

 

The District Manager scheduled a Dam Breach Meeting at the District Office on 9/27/21, 

9:30 am with DEP, USDA, NRCS.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The next meeting is October 7, 2021. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 
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The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:35 pm.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the July 8, 2021meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes as mailed was made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the red for the 

month with three payrolls in the month of July.  Additional expenses for Hunt Lake Dam 

were discussed. 

 

MOTION 2 

A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made by L. 

Huebner, seconded by G. Mount, carried unanimously. 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  

 

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

22 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

1 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  

25 - REVIEWS  

60- INSPECTIONS  

1 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 



7 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

4 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

1 -VIOLATION NOTICES 

0 - STOP WORK ORDERS 

0 - DENIALS 

0 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 

0 – 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 251 

A Violation Notice was issued for Innovation Park in East Windsor Township.  The 

previous McGraw Hill Publishing Company site.  The Violation Notice was for the full 

construction and permanent stabilization of the wet pond retention basins, required to be 

in place prior to building construction.  The District has been working closely with the 

applicant since the Summer of 2020 to assure the sequence of construction was followed.  

This included a pre-construction meeting, multiple emails and phone conversations as 

well as several additional field meeting specific to this topic. 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District Manager and District Chairman met with Drew Cowley of Cowley’s Pest 

Removal on 07-06-2021 at Hunt Lake Dam.  Mr. Cowley explained the trapping and 

removal process for the Beavers.  A subsequent proposal was received by Mr. Cowley that 

included cleaning of the debris from the Primary Spillway, along with trapping and 

removal of the beavers.  The proposal was for a total of $2999.00.  The District procured 

the Services of Cowley’s for the beaver extraction and cleaning of the spillway.  The 

Trapping and Removal Permit was also applied for and obtained by the NJDEP Bureau of 

Fish and Wildlife. 

 

The Beaver removal and spillway cleaning were completed on 07-30-2021.  To assure no 

further Beavers / were / are present, Mr. Cowley left two (2) motion detector cameras in 

place for a week or so after the last beaver was trapped.  Noting no further activity, the 

traps were removed.  The District Manager and District Chairman made several 

inspections during and after the removal process.  The follow up Permit Report will be 

filed with the NJDEP in the beginning of September.  The District Manger requested that 

a copy be forwarded to the District as well. 

 

The District Manager also scheduled the regular embankment mowing with Hopewell 

Township Public Works Department. 

 

The District manager and District Council conducted a phone conversation with Mr. Clint 

Oman, P.E. of NJDEP Bureau of Dam Safety on 07-26-2021.  Mr. Oman reiterated the 

Department’s position that the District should initiate contact with the two (2) 

homeowners regarding the potential decommissioning of the Dam.  The District Manger 

contacted Ms. Hilary Trotman, P.E., USDA NRCS State Engineer, regarding the process 

moving forward, if federal assistance is sought.  It was decided that an in-person meeting, 

likely at the District office during the month of September, would be the best venue to 

discuss the process.  A representative from NRCS, that has been involved with 

decommissioning projects in New Jersey, will be invited to attend as well. 

 

 



ROBERT G. MARTIN DAM SITE 8 

The District received a letter of acknowledgement from Julie Hawkins, USDA, NRCS 

State Conservationist, accepting the District’s request to withdraw as a co-sponsor from 

the Assunpink Creek Watershed Work Plan.  The District also received an electronic copy 

of the “FINAL Supplemental Watershed Plan No. 6 & Environmental Evaluation for the 

Rehabilitation of Floodwater Retarding Structure No. 8 of the Assunpink Creek 

Watershed Hamilton Township, Mercer County, New Jersey”.  Within the Plan, under a 

section entitled “Assunpink Creek Watershed Agreement”, the District is specifically 

removed as a Sponsoring Local Organization (SLO), as follows: The Mercer County Soil 

Conservation District is hereby deleted as a local sponsoring organization of said 

watershed project, per the request of the Mercer County Soil Conservation District. 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING 
The District Manager was invited to be a participant in a newly formed Strategic Planning 

Committee.  Sylvia Kovacs, a Chairperson for the Upper Delaware Soil Conservation 

District, and a State Soil Conservation Committee Member, is spearheading the group.  

The Group met in person at the District office on 07-12-2021 and followed up with a 

virtual meeting on 07-27-2021.  Topics of discussion included: District staffing concerns; 

Succession planning for Districts; Employee Training; Supervisor Training; and 

Uniformity of job functions and processes. 

 

WILDLIFE PERMITS 

The District received a notification from the NJDEP, Division of Fish and Wildlife, 

regarding a late filing of a renewal permit application for exotic and non-game wildlife.  

The District Manager contacted the Freehold Soil Conservation District regarding this 

issue since the Freehold District is currently using some of the wildlife for the Envirothon.  

The Freehold District is interested in keeping the wildlife they currently are using and 

may be interested in some of the additional specimens the Mercer District still has.  The 

remainder of the wildlife species currently housed in the District will need to be properly 

disposed of.  The District Manager currently has an inquiry in to Fish and Wildlife 

regarding proper disposal requirements for any unwanted wildlife.  Permits will need to be 

transferred from the Mercer District to the Freehold District. 

 

PERMIT EXTENSION ACT 

The District Manager issued over twenty (20) Permit Extension Act Expiration letters to 

applicants that filed for an extension under the PEA 2020.  The extension period officially 

ended on June 4, 2021.  A six (6) month tolling period was applied to the expiration date, 

making the minimum expiration period December 4, 2021.  Projects that were normally 

set to expire after that time are considered unaffected by the Act.  Projects that were set to 

expire during the extension period, will be extended by the allotted time contained within 

the Act, and as further clarified by the NJ Dept. of Ag.  Approximately nine additional 

letters need to be sent. 

 

MOTION 3 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by L. Huebner, seconded by G. 

Mount, carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

NJ Farmers Newspaper was received. 



 

A notice from Mercer County for a new partnership for urban farm between City of 

Trenton and Mercer County.  The Capital City Farm project is in Trenton’s North Ward. 
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MOTION 4 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by T. Wang, 

seconded by G. Mount, carried unanimously. 

 

NRCS UPDATE 

C. Flanagan had a State Cost Share Program Application for a farm in Pennington, NJ to 

install an irrigation reservoir using surface water, for approval. 

 

MOTION 5 

A motion to approve the State Cost Share Program for the Irrigation Reservoir was made 

by G. Mount, seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

The next application deadline for State Cost Share Program is October 22, 2021, for the 

year 2022. 

 

C. Flanagan was contacted by a small farmer in Windsor, New Jersey who would like to 

have beehives on his farm.  Please contact C. Flanagan if you know of anyone who is 

interested in putting beehives and maintaining them on a farm in Windsor, New Jersey. 

 

G. Grunstein from the Farm Service Agency attended the meeting virtually and let the 

District know that the Farm Service Agency is getting the word out about reinstating the  

Emergency Forestry Restoration Program (EFRP) to help farmers with downed trees from 

the latest tornado that hit Hopewell Township.  Contact the Farm Service Agency for 

forest restoration. 

 

There is no program for crop damage.  Farmers need to go through their own crop 

insurance policy. 

 

The Corona Virus assistance program is still ongoing with a deadline to be announced 

shortly. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

The District Manager and L. Goldshore had a phone conversation with Clint Oman 

regarding the direction of Hunt Lake Dam and the Districts responsibility going forward.  

C. Oman felt it was the Districts responsibility to contact the homeowners to let them 

know the process of decommissioning the dam, will be initiated.   

 



The District Manager and L. Goldshore went over the Consent Order and felt a letter 

should go out to the homeowners (Mr. Forrester & Mr. & Mrs. Baldorossi, Trustees) to 

provide their final intentions concerning the Hunt Lake Dam.  A 30-day time-period was 

given for a response. 

 

L. Goldshore summarized the steps that have been taken since the Consent Order was 

signed eleven years ago.  Mr. Forrester has spoken to numerous organizations to seek 

funding to rehabilitate the dam to current standards to no avail.  

 

An estimate for an NRCS study to decommission a dam in New Jersey was $600,000.00 

as a cost share.  75% from the Federal Government and 25% needs to be from a local 

sponsor.  C. Oman stated there are no funds (aside from the earmarked $500,000.00) 

available through DEP to help in the decommissioning of the dam.  He recommended the 

District reach out to USDA-NRCS for funding.  

 

The District will be setting up a meeting with Hilary Trotman, P.E., USDA-NRCS and her 

staff to discuss the process to decommission Hunt Lake Dam. 

 

MOTION 6 

A motion to send the letter to Mr. Forrest and the Baldorossi’s concerning Stony Brook 

Watershed #7, Hunt Lake Dam was made by L. Huebner, seconded by G. Mount, carried 

unanimously.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The next meeting will be held on September 9, 2021.  There will not be a picnic meeting 

due to Covid-19 virus. 

 

A notice was received from Liberty Mutual Insurance Co. regarding Cyber Risk 

Insurance.  The Board decided not to take out additional insurance coverage at this time 

and asked the District Manager to look into this with Ram-it Solutions regarding the type 

of coverage we currently have with them. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:06 pm. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 
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The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:44 pm.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the August 12, 2021 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes as mailed was made by G. Mount, seconded by L. 

Huebner, carried unanimously.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the black for the 

month of August with extra expenses reported for Hunt Lake Dam.   

 

MOTION 2 
A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made by G. 

Mount, seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  
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CHAPTER 251 

 

A Violation Notice was issued for the Manchester 270 warehouse project in Hamilton.  

This was the old Congoleum Industrial complex on Sloan Avenue that is being converted 

into warehouse.  The Violation Notice requested that the site be brought into compliance 

which included permanent stabilization, since site work had been completed at least 4 

months ago, and we are currently within the optimum seeding season.  No action took 

place on the Violation Notice.  The District proceeded with the issuance of a Stop 

Construction Order (SWO) for the site.  Currently, some activity (landscaping) is 

occurring to remedy the issues noted in both the Violation Notice as well as the Stop 

Construction Order.  The District Manager has been in contact with the Superintendent 

regarding the issues associated with the SWO. 

 

A Violation Notice was issued for the 269 Wykoff’s Mills Road project.  During a 

regular inspection it was noted that there were several silt fence breaches causing 

sediment deposition within the Millstone River, unfiltered dewatering of sediment laden 

water and a large stockpile located outside of the limit of disturbance of the project, on an 

adjacent property not owned by the applicant.  The applicant is currently working to 

remedy all violations. 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM MAINTENANCE 

 

There have been several significant rainfall events over the past month that have 

triggered an alert from the Emergency Warning Notification System (DamWatch).  The 

NRCS is notified and contacts the District to conduct a condition assessment of the Dam 

after the storm.  During Tropical Storm Henry, it was noted that Water Lilies originating 

around the perimeter of the lake, broke loose and were tangled within the trash racks of 

the spillway.  The District contacted Drew Cowley to assess the situation and eliminate 

the possibility that this could also be a beaver dam.  Mr. Cowley, conducted a site 

inspection and indicated that it was unlikely a beaver dam issue, due to how the material 

was contained. 

 

The District conducted an additional inspection after Hurricane Ida to assess the 

conditions.  It was noted that the Auxiliary Spillway received a significant amount of 

flow, possibly as high as 3 ft. across the level section.  It was also noted that there was 

head-cutting erosion damage where the Auxiliary Spillway intersects the receiving 

channel.  Also, additional debris and water lilies were noted within the trash racks of the 

Primary Spillway.  The District Manager contacted a Site Contractor, Ted Dolci, Inc., for 

an estimate to repair the erosion damage and remove the vegetation and debris from the 

Primary Spillway.  The contractor brought a small fishing boat and was able to access the 

spillway and remove the vegetation from all of the trash racks, and the surrounding areas, 

to prevent additional clogging.  The District Manager contacted the NRCS as well as 

Dam Safety to make them aware of the issues and the condition.  We are awaiting a price 



from the contractor to repair the erosion gully at the end of the spillway.  During the 

inspection, several Dam Safety inspectors arrived at the Dam to conduct an assessment.  

Inspecting High Hazard Dams after certain climate events is standard operating 

procedure for Dam Safety. 

 

MOTION 3 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by G. Mount, seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Two NJ Farmers Newspapers were received. 

The District received a Dutch Flower Bulb booklet.  
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MOTION 4 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by G. 

Mount, seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

EXTENSION UPDATE 

The office has been open since July with all employees wearing masks.  Extension has 

been getting many drop off samples for the Master Gardeners.  The hotline has been 

inundated with questions regarding Spotted Lantern Flies, Yellow Jackets and tree 

fungus.  S. Ellis and G. Mount’s farms are inundated with Spotted Lantern Flies. 

 

M. Melendez has been involved with the new Cottage Food Law.   Which allows private 

bakers to provide baked goods to the public at Farmers Markets, bake sales, etc.  New 

Jersey Chapter 24 allows Bee Keepers to sell honey and be exempt from the food laws.  

This new law requires Bee Keepers to comply and take a food safety course, the same as 

a school cafeteria course. This is a multi-day course, which is very expensive and 

applicants are required to pass a test to qualify under the new Cottage Food Law.  Any 

Bee Keeper making over $50,000.00 has to comply with the Federal Food Law with a 

certified kitchen similar to food processors. 

 

 

No applications have been received for the Mercer County Horticulturist position to date.   

  

S. Ellis mentioned Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) is currently found on Deer in 

his area. This is a virus caused by a Midge that kills Deer. 

 

 

 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District received a letter from State of New Jersey DEP, John Moyle the Director 

Division of Dam Safety & Flood Engineering.  The Letter states the dam’s emergency 

spillway was damaged by Tropical Storm Ida.  The letter erroneously mentions the 

District as the dam owner.  The letter is directing the District to obtain the services of a 

New Jersey licensed professional engineer experienced in the design and construction of 

dams to undertake the following measures: 

 

1. Perform a detailed site inspection and submit a report of the findings of both 

temporary and long-term recommendations for repair to bring the dam into 

compliance with the Safe Dam Act. 

 

2. Provide written confirmation within ten (10) days of the date of this letter (9/3/21) 

to comply with this directive and supply the engineers information that performed 

the inspection. 

 

L. Goldshore questioned, whether the soil erosion from the storm is considered regular 

maintenance or an extreme erosion.  Since the Districts sponsorship has ended, are we 

responsible?  

 

The District Manager and the Districts’ legal counsel, L. Goldshore prepared a draft letter 

that was discussed by the Board. 

 

 L. Goldshore recommended the District provide assistance to DEP – that is, as a courtesy 

to another State Agency and without prejudice to any of its legal rights.  The District will 

prepare a report and have approved by USDA NRCS, Hilary Trotman, P.E. for signature.  

G. Mount suggested adding a line that the District is not the responsible party.  L. 

Goldshore would like to add the Stoney Brook Watershed Authority as a responsible 

party.  S. Ellis feels the Department of Agriculture, Doug Fisher should be involved also. 

 

The District Manager scheduled a Dam Breach Meeting at the District Office on 9/27/21, 

9:30 am with DEP, USDA, NRCS.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The next meeting is October 7, 2021. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 
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The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:35 pm.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the July 8, 2021meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes as mailed was made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the red for the 

month with three payrolls in the month of July.  Additional expenses for Hunt Lake Dam 

were discussed. 

 

MOTION 2 

A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made by L. 

Huebner, seconded by G. Mount, carried unanimously. 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  

 

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

22 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

1 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  

25 - REVIEWS  

60- INSPECTIONS  

1 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 



7 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

4 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 

1 -VIOLATION NOTICES 

0 - STOP WORK ORDERS 

0 - DENIALS 

0 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 

0 – 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 251 

A Violation Notice was issued for Innovation Park in East Windsor Township.  The 

previous McGraw Hill Publishing Company site.  The Violation Notice was for the full 

construction and permanent stabilization of the wet pond retention basins, required to be 

in place prior to building construction.  The District has been working closely with the 

applicant since the Summer of 2020 to assure the sequence of construction was followed.  

This included a pre-construction meeting, multiple emails and phone conversations as 

well as several additional field meeting specific to this topic. 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District Manager and District Chairman met with Drew Cowley of Cowley’s Pest 

Removal on 07-06-2021 at Hunt Lake Dam.  Mr. Cowley explained the trapping and 

removal process for the Beavers.  A subsequent proposal was received by Mr. Cowley that 

included cleaning of the debris from the Primary Spillway, along with trapping and 

removal of the beavers.  The proposal was for a total of $2999.00.  The District procured 

the Services of Cowley’s for the beaver extraction and cleaning of the spillway.  The 

Trapping and Removal Permit was also applied for and obtained by the NJDEP Bureau of 

Fish and Wildlife. 

 

The Beaver removal and spillway cleaning were completed on 07-30-2021.  To assure no 

further Beavers / were / are present, Mr. Cowley left two (2) motion detector cameras in 

place for a week or so after the last beaver was trapped.  Noting no further activity, the 

traps were removed.  The District Manager and District Chairman made several 

inspections during and after the removal process.  The follow up Permit Report will be 

filed with the NJDEP in the beginning of September.  The District Manger requested that 

a copy be forwarded to the District as well. 

 

The District Manager also scheduled the regular embankment mowing with Hopewell 

Township Public Works Department. 

 

The District manager and District Council conducted a phone conversation with Mr. Clint 

Oman, P.E. of NJDEP Bureau of Dam Safety on 07-26-2021.  Mr. Oman reiterated the 

Department’s position that the District should initiate contact with the two (2) 

homeowners regarding the potential decommissioning of the Dam.  The District Manger 

contacted Ms. Hilary Trotman, P.E., USDA NRCS State Engineer, regarding the process 

moving forward, if federal assistance is sought.  It was decided that an in-person meeting, 

likely at the District office during the month of September, would be the best venue to 

discuss the process.  A representative from NRCS, that has been involved with 

decommissioning projects in New Jersey, will be invited to attend as well. 

 

 



ROBERT G. MARTIN DAM SITE 8 

The District received a letter of acknowledgement from Julie Hawkins, USDA, NRCS 

State Conservationist, accepting the District’s request to withdraw as a co-sponsor from 

the Assunpink Creek Watershed Work Plan.  The District also received an electronic copy 

of the “FINAL Supplemental Watershed Plan No. 6 & Environmental Evaluation for the 

Rehabilitation of Floodwater Retarding Structure No. 8 of the Assunpink Creek 

Watershed Hamilton Township, Mercer County, New Jersey”.  Within the Plan, under a 

section entitled “Assunpink Creek Watershed Agreement”, the District is specifically 

removed as a Sponsoring Local Organization (SLO), as follows: The Mercer County Soil 

Conservation District is hereby deleted as a local sponsoring organization of said 

watershed project, per the request of the Mercer County Soil Conservation District. 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING 
The District Manager was invited to be a participant in a newly formed Strategic Planning 

Committee.  Sylvia Kovacs, a Chairperson for the Upper Delaware Soil Conservation 

District, and a State Soil Conservation Committee Member, is spearheading the group.  

The Group met in person at the District office on 07-12-2021 and followed up with a 

virtual meeting on 07-27-2021.  Topics of discussion included: District staffing concerns; 

Succession planning for Districts; Employee Training; Supervisor Training; and 

Uniformity of job functions and processes. 

 

WILDLIFE PERMITS 

The District received a notification from the NJDEP, Division of Fish and Wildlife, 

regarding a late filing of a renewal permit application for exotic and non-game wildlife.  

The District Manager contacted the Freehold Soil Conservation District regarding this 

issue since the Freehold District is currently using some of the wildlife for the Envirothon.  

The Freehold District is interested in keeping the wildlife they currently are using and 

may be interested in some of the additional specimens the Mercer District still has.  The 

remainder of the wildlife species currently housed in the District will need to be properly 

disposed of.  The District Manager currently has an inquiry in to Fish and Wildlife 

regarding proper disposal requirements for any unwanted wildlife.  Permits will need to be 

transferred from the Mercer District to the Freehold District. 

 

PERMIT EXTENSION ACT 

The District Manager issued over twenty (20) Permit Extension Act Expiration letters to 

applicants that filed for an extension under the PEA 2020.  The extension period officially 

ended on June 4, 2021.  A six (6) month tolling period was applied to the expiration date, 

making the minimum expiration period December 4, 2021.  Projects that were normally 

set to expire after that time are considered unaffected by the Act.  Projects that were set to 

expire during the extension period, will be extended by the allotted time contained within 

the Act, and as further clarified by the NJ Dept. of Ag.  Approximately nine additional 

letters need to be sent. 

 

MOTION 3 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by L. Huebner, seconded by G. 

Mount, carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

NJ Farmers Newspaper was received. 



 

A notice from Mercer County for a new partnership for urban farm between City of 

Trenton and Mercer County.  The Capital City Farm project is in Trenton’s North Ward. 
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MOTION 4 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by T. Wang, 

seconded by G. Mount, carried unanimously. 

 

NRCS UPDATE 

C. Flanagan had a State Cost Share Program Application for a farm in Pennington, NJ to 

install an irrigation reservoir using surface water, for approval. 

 

MOTION 5 

A motion to approve the State Cost Share Program for the Irrigation Reservoir was made 

by G. Mount, seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

The next application deadline for State Cost Share Program is October 22, 2021, for the 

year 2022. 

 

C. Flanagan was contacted by a small farmer in Windsor, New Jersey who would like to 

have beehives on his farm.  Please contact C. Flanagan if you know of anyone who is 

interested in putting beehives and maintaining them on a farm in Windsor, New Jersey. 

 

G. Grunstein from the Farm Service Agency attended the meeting virtually and let the 

District know that the Farm Service Agency is getting the word out about reinstating the  

Emergency Forestry Restoration Program (EFRP) to help farmers with downed trees from 

the latest tornado that hit Hopewell Township.  Contact the Farm Service Agency for 

forest restoration. 

 

There is no program for crop damage.  Farmers need to go through their own crop 

insurance policy. 

 

The Corona Virus assistance program is still ongoing with a deadline to be announced 

shortly. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

The District Manager and L. Goldshore had a phone conversation with Clint Oman 

regarding the direction of Hunt Lake Dam and the Districts responsibility going forward.  

C. Oman felt it was the Districts responsibility to contact the homeowners to let them 

know the process of decommissioning the dam, will be initiated.   

 



The District Manager and L. Goldshore went over the Consent Order and felt a letter 

should go out to the homeowners (Mr. Forrester & Mr. & Mrs. Baldorossi, Trustees) to 

provide their final intentions concerning the Hunt Lake Dam.  A 30-day time-period was 

given for a response. 

 

L. Goldshore summarized the steps that have been taken since the Consent Order was 

signed eleven years ago.  Mr. Forrester has spoken to numerous organizations to seek 

funding to rehabilitate the dam to current standards to no avail.  

 

An estimate for an NRCS study to decommission a dam in New Jersey was $600,000.00 

as a cost share.  75% from the Federal Government and 25% needs to be from a local 

sponsor.  C. Oman stated there are no funds (aside from the earmarked $500,000.00) 

available through DEP to help in the decommissioning of the dam.  He recommended the 

District reach out to USDA-NRCS for funding.  

 

The District will be setting up a meeting with Hilary Trotman, P.E., USDA-NRCS and her 

staff to discuss the process to decommission Hunt Lake Dam. 

 

MOTION 6 

A motion to send the letter to Mr. Forrest and the Baldorossi’s concerning Stony Brook 

Watershed #7, Hunt Lake Dam was made by L. Huebner, seconded by G. Mount, carried 

unanimously.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The next meeting will be held on September 9, 2021.  There will not be a picnic meeting 

due to Covid-19 virus. 

 

A notice was received from Liberty Mutual Insurance Co. regarding Cyber Risk 

Insurance.  The Board decided not to take out additional insurance coverage at this time 

and asked the District Manager to look into this with Ram-it Solutions regarding the type 

of coverage we currently have with them. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:06 pm. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 
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The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 12:35 pm.  The Statement of 

Adequate Notice was read. 

 

The minutes of the July 8, 2021meeting were reviewed by the Board.   

 

MOTION 1 

A motion to approve the minutes as mailed was made by L. Huebner, seconded by T. 

Wang, carried unanimously.  

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the red for the 

month with three payrolls in the month of July.  Additional expenses for Hunt Lake Dam 

were discussed. 

 

MOTION 2 

A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made by L. 

Huebner, seconded by G. Mount, carried unanimously. 

 

The Director’s Report was given.  

 

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 

22 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  

1 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  

25 - REVIEWS  

60- INSPECTIONS  

1 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 



7 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 
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CHAPTER 251 

A Violation Notice was issued for Innovation Park in East Windsor Township.  The 

previous McGraw Hill Publishing Company site.  The Violation Notice was for the full 

construction and permanent stabilization of the wet pond retention basins, required to be 

in place prior to building construction.  The District has been working closely with the 

applicant since the Summer of 2020 to assure the sequence of construction was followed.  

This included a pre-construction meeting, multiple emails and phone conversations as 

well as several additional field meeting specific to this topic. 

 

HUNT LAKE DAM 

The District Manager and District Chairman met with Drew Cowley of Cowley’s Pest 

Removal on 07-06-2021 at Hunt Lake Dam.  Mr. Cowley explained the trapping and 

removal process for the Beavers.  A subsequent proposal was received by Mr. Cowley that 

included cleaning of the debris from the Primary Spillway, along with trapping and 

removal of the beavers.  The proposal was for a total of $2999.00.  The District procured 

the Services of Cowley’s for the beaver extraction and cleaning of the spillway.  The 

Trapping and Removal Permit was also applied for and obtained by the NJDEP Bureau of 

Fish and Wildlife. 

 

The Beaver removal and spillway cleaning were completed on 07-30-2021.  To assure no 

further Beavers / were / are present, Mr. Cowley left two (2) motion detector cameras in 

place for a week or so after the last beaver was trapped.  Noting no further activity, the 

traps were removed.  The District Manager and District Chairman made several 

inspections during and after the removal process.  The follow up Permit Report will be 

filed with the NJDEP in the beginning of September.  The District Manger requested that 

a copy be forwarded to the District as well. 

 

The District Manager also scheduled the regular embankment mowing with Hopewell 

Township Public Works Department. 

 

The District manager and District Council conducted a phone conversation with Mr. Clint 

Oman, P.E. of NJDEP Bureau of Dam Safety on 07-26-2021.  Mr. Oman reiterated the 

Department’s position that the District should initiate contact with the two (2) 

homeowners regarding the potential decommissioning of the Dam.  The District Manger 

contacted Ms. Hilary Trotman, P.E., USDA NRCS State Engineer, regarding the process 

moving forward, if federal assistance is sought.  It was decided that an in-person meeting, 

likely at the District office during the month of September, would be the best venue to 

discuss the process.  A representative from NRCS, that has been involved with 

decommissioning projects in New Jersey, will be invited to attend as well. 

 

 



ROBERT G. MARTIN DAM SITE 8 

The District received a letter of acknowledgement from Julie Hawkins, USDA, NRCS 

State Conservationist, accepting the District’s request to withdraw as a co-sponsor from 

the Assunpink Creek Watershed Work Plan.  The District also received an electronic copy 

of the “FINAL Supplemental Watershed Plan No. 6 & Environmental Evaluation for the 

Rehabilitation of Floodwater Retarding Structure No. 8 of the Assunpink Creek 

Watershed Hamilton Township, Mercer County, New Jersey”.  Within the Plan, under a 

section entitled “Assunpink Creek Watershed Agreement”, the District is specifically 

removed as a Sponsoring Local Organization (SLO), as follows: The Mercer County Soil 

Conservation District is hereby deleted as a local sponsoring organization of said 

watershed project, per the request of the Mercer County Soil Conservation District. 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING 
The District Manager was invited to be a participant in a newly formed Strategic Planning 

Committee.  Sylvia Kovacs, a Chairperson for the Upper Delaware Soil Conservation 

District, and a State Soil Conservation Committee Member, is spearheading the group.  

The Group met in person at the District office on 07-12-2021 and followed up with a 

virtual meeting on 07-27-2021.  Topics of discussion included: District staffing concerns; 

Succession planning for Districts; Employee Training; Supervisor Training; and 

Uniformity of job functions and processes. 

 

WILDLIFE PERMITS 

The District received a notification from the NJDEP, Division of Fish and Wildlife, 

regarding a late filing of a renewal permit application for exotic and non-game wildlife.  

The District Manager contacted the Freehold Soil Conservation District regarding this 

issue since the Freehold District is currently using some of the wildlife for the Envirothon.  

The Freehold District is interested in keeping the wildlife they currently are using and 

may be interested in some of the additional specimens the Mercer District still has.  The 

remainder of the wildlife species currently housed in the District will need to be properly 

disposed of.  The District Manager currently has an inquiry in to Fish and Wildlife 

regarding proper disposal requirements for any unwanted wildlife.  Permits will need to be 

transferred from the Mercer District to the Freehold District. 

 

PERMIT EXTENSION ACT 

The District Manager issued over twenty (20) Permit Extension Act Expiration letters to 

applicants that filed for an extension under the PEA 2020.  The extension period officially 

ended on June 4, 2021.  A six (6) month tolling period was applied to the expiration date, 

making the minimum expiration period December 4, 2021.  Projects that were normally 

set to expire after that time are considered unaffected by the Act.  Projects that were set to 

expire during the extension period, will be extended by the allotted time contained within 

the Act, and as further clarified by the NJ Dept. of Ag.  Approximately nine additional 

letters need to be sent. 

 

MOTION 3 

A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by L. Huebner, seconded by G. 

Mount, carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

NJ Farmers Newspaper was received. 



 

A notice from Mercer County for a new partnership for urban farm between City of 

Trenton and Mercer County.  The Capital City Farm project is in Trenton’s North Ward. 
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MOTION 4 

A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made by T. Wang, 

seconded by G. Mount, carried unanimously. 

 

NRCS UPDATE 

C. Flanagan had a State Cost Share Program Application for a farm in Pennington, NJ to 

install an irrigation reservoir using surface water, for approval. 

 

MOTION 5 

A motion to approve the State Cost Share Program for the Irrigation Reservoir was made 

by G. Mount, seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 

 

The next application deadline for State Cost Share Program is October 22, 2021, for the 

year 2022. 

 

C. Flanagan was contacted by a small farmer in Windsor, New Jersey who would like to 

have beehives on his farm.  Please contact C. Flanagan if you know of anyone who is 

interested in putting beehives and maintaining them on a farm in Windsor, New Jersey. 

 

G. Grunstein from the Farm Service Agency attended the meeting virtually and let the 

District know that the Farm Service Agency is getting the word out about reinstating the  

Emergency Forestry Restoration Program (EFRP) to help farmers with downed trees from 

the latest tornado that hit Hopewell Township.  Contact the Farm Service Agency for 

forest restoration. 

 

There is no program for crop damage.  Farmers need to go through their own crop 

insurance policy. 

 

The Corona Virus assistance program is still ongoing with a deadline to be announced 

shortly. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

The District Manager and L. Goldshore had a phone conversation with Clint Oman 

regarding the direction of Hunt Lake Dam and the Districts responsibility going forward.  

C. Oman felt it was the Districts responsibility to contact the homeowners to let them 

know the process of decommissioning the dam, will be initiated.   

 



The District Manager and L. Goldshore went over the Consent Order and felt a letter 

should go out to the homeowners (Mr. Forrester & Mr. & Mrs. Baldorossi, Trustees) to 

provide their final intentions concerning the Hunt Lake Dam.  A 30-day time-period was 

given for a response. 

 

L. Goldshore summarized the steps that have been taken since the Consent Order was 

signed eleven years ago.  Mr. Forrester has spoken to numerous organizations to seek 

funding to rehabilitate the dam to current standards to no avail.  

 

An estimate for an NRCS study to decommission a dam in New Jersey was $600,000.00 

as a cost share.  75% from the Federal Government and 25% needs to be from a local 

sponsor.  C. Oman stated there are no funds (aside from the earmarked $500,000.00) 

available through DEP to help in the decommissioning of the dam.  He recommended the 

District reach out to USDA-NRCS for funding.  

 

The District will be setting up a meeting with Hilary Trotman, P.E., USDA-NRCS and her 

staff to discuss the process to decommission Hunt Lake Dam. 

 

MOTION 6 

A motion to send the letter to Mr. Forrest and the Baldorossi’s concerning Stony Brook 

Watershed #7, Hunt Lake Dam was made by L. Huebner, seconded by G. Mount, carried 

unanimously.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The next meeting will be held on September 9, 2021.  There will not be a picnic meeting 

due to Covid-19 virus. 

 

A notice was received from Liberty Mutual Insurance Co. regarding Cyber Risk 

Insurance.  The Board decided not to take out additional insurance coverage at this time 

and asked the District Manager to look into this with Ram-it Solutions regarding the type 

of coverage we currently have with them. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:06 pm. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 

      Secretary to the Board 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 






















