
 
 
 

MINUTES OF MERCER COUNTY 
   SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
          BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 
                                                590 HUGHES DRIVE 
     HAMILTON SQUARE, NJ 08690 
                 DECEMBER 5, 2019 
 
 
 
MCSCD SUPERVISORS                                      STAFF 
Scott Ellis       Paul Schiariti, P.E. 
Ed DiPolvere       Linda Sandusky 
Gary Mount                        
Lucia Huebner                                    OTHERS 
Theodora Wang      Meredith Melendez 
        Clare Flanagan 
         

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman, S. Ellis at 11:08 am.  The Statement of 
Adequate Notice was read. 
 
The minutes of the November 6, 2019 meeting were reviewed by the Board.   
 
MOTION 1 
A motion to approve the minutes with corrections was made by T. Wang, seconded by           
L. Huebner, carried unanimously.  
 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board.  The District was in the black this 
month with receiving the 4th Qtr. FY2019 RFA Permit Fees.  
 
MOTION 2 
A motion to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report pending audit was made by G. 
Mount, seconded by E. DiPolvere, carried unanimously. 
 
The Director’s Report was given.  
 
NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION PROGRAM 
9 - APPLICATIONS RECEIVED  
2 - PREREVIEW INSPECTIONS  
17 - REVIEWS  
89 - INSPECTIONS  
1 - PRE-CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS 



17 - FINAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 
8 - CONDITIONAL REPORTS OF COMPLIANCE 
2 - VIOLATION NOTICES 
0 - STOP WORK ORDERS 
0 - DENIALS 
0 - CERTIFICATION DELEGATIONS 
4 – 251 EXEMPTION DETERMINATIONS 
 
CHAPTER 251 ACTIVITIES 
The District Manager received a phone call from the Hamilton Township Engineer 
regarding a retaining wall failure along Kino Blvd.  The District Manager conducted an 
inspection of the wall.  The wall appeared to be of CMU construction with little to no 
reinforcement or tie backs into the earth it was supporting.  The Township Engineer was 
seeking advice on potential solutions for the repair.  The District approved a 251 project 
several years ago, downstream of the subject area.  The Circumstances were fairly 
similar; a CMU block retaining wall failure into the same stream channel.  The District 
Manager contacted the Township Engineer with alternatives to address the failure, that 
could be investigated.  The repair downstream involved a segmental block retaining wall, 
with a battered face, and geogrid soil reinforcement.  The District also provided the 
Design Engineers name to the Municipality.  
 
BUILIDNG MAINTENANCE 
The District Manager contacted Rutgers Climatology Department regarding their fence 
around the weather station in the rear of our facility.  The fence was rotting and portions 
had fallen down.  The original weather station was dismantled and transferred to the 
District from its previous location, by the previous District Manager and the current 
District Manager.  The wood was left by the curb.  The District Manager cut and bound 
the wood for pick up by the Township.  The material has subsequently been removed by 
the Township and a person passing by. 
 
DISTRICT AUDIT 
The District received a copy of FY 2019 Audit prepared by: Nightlinger, Colavita & 
Volpa, P.A.  
 
It was noted that the District’s reserve balance of 100% restricted funds is below 110% 
target value, as outlined in the fiscal policy manual.  Anything below the 110% value 
serves a warning that reserve balances may not be sufficient to complete obligated 
projects.  It was previously suggested that the District re-analyze our fee schedule to 
determine if fees being charged represent current costs to provide services. 
 
The District Manager is in the process of analyzing our fee schedule/structure. 
 
MOTION 3 
A motion to approve the Director’s Report was made by T. Wang, seconded by E. 
DiPolvere, carried unanimously.  
 



CORRESPONDENCE 
The District received a copy of the New Jersey Farmer News. 
 
An email was received from G. Sandusky regarding the three bridge replacements on 
Alexander Rd. in Princeton.  The anticipated completion date for the County portion of 
the project is mid-April, 2020. 
 
CHAPTER 251 
2019-5746-T  2019-5775-EW  2019-5800-E  2019-5796-E 
2019-5671-H  2019-5799-HB  2006-3603-HB 2019-5747-HT 
2019-5801-P  2006-3683-WW 
   11-13-06-079 
 
MOTION 4 
A motion to approve plans recommended for certification by staff was made G. Mount, 
seconded by L. Huebner, carried unanimously. 
 
NRCS UPDATE 
C. Flanagan informed the Board there are 10 Conservation Program Applications 
pending/eligible in Mercer County for the year 2020 funding.  
 
Mercer County has 15 existing EQIP & CSP contracts currently.  
 
NRCS is currently writing an agreement for Freehold District to help NRCS with 
planning.   An agreement was made allowing Courtney Davidson to do Conservation 
Planning for 8 hours per week to help NRCS. 
 
L. Huebner of Beechtree Farm talked about a pond built at the farm with NRCS support.  
The Beechtree Farm also did a Pasture Walk talking about rotating pastures, etc., which 
was well attended. 
 
G. Mount spoke at length about drainage issues on one of the low fields at Terhune 
Orchards.  He received help from Rodger Gravatt to put in piping & a pumping system to 
pump the water out due to the low elevation of the field. 
 
EXTENSION UPDATE 
M. Melendez is on the hiring committee for a Rutgers staff position for Burlington 
County. 
 
The Salem County Ag Agent hire did not accept the job so the interview process will 
continue. 
 
M. Melendez & W. Kline had a meeting last month at the Snyder Farm where they 
focused on post-harvest sanitation, geared to growers.    Cleaning and sanitizing surfaces 
are most of the questions.  Eleven people attended doing a hands-on experience with 
analyzing the apple wash line, which is a very old line used to wash apples. 



 
M. Melendez attended the National Food Safety Program Meeting in Denver, Colorado  
with FDA, USDA & the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture.  M. 
Melendez gave an update on the National Readiness Reviews.  In New Jersey 14% of the 
farms had readiness reviews and Nationally only 3% of farms had readiness reviews.  
Going out to the farms really helps the growers with their needs. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
The District Manager received correspondence from Clint Oman of NJ DEP Dam Safety.  
Mr. Forrester has been reaching out to Hopewell Township Officials and some other 
Politicians in an effort to get financial assistance to rehabilitate the Hunt Lake Dam.  So 
far no one has made a commitment to help funding and Mr. Forrester has asked for an 
extension of time. C. Oman is giving Mr. Forrester additional time and then will issue a 
letter with a final date for Mr. Forrester to sign the MOA or the dam will be 
decommissioned.  
 
The District Manager is still going back and forth with the website designer updating the 
new website.  The District Manager is still in discussions with Ram It about hosting the 
website and what that entails. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
District’s Audit for FY2019 was received and reviewed by the Board.  No outstanding 
items were noted.  The only recommendation was 110% restricted funds are required to 
be in reserve and the District is at 100%.  The Auditors recommended looking at our fee 
schedule for a possible increase to obtain and 110% reserve balance. 
 
MOTION 5 
A motion to approve the Audit for FY2019 was made by L. Huebner, seconded by E. 
DiPolvere, carried unanimously. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
G. Mount mentioned at the Annual Conference that the Keynote Speaker suggested 
District’s change their names to be more inclusive of other forms of conservation.  The 
Board discussed whether the Mercer County Soil Conservation District should change the 
name of the District.  The District Manager mentioned that F. Minch said Districts could 
change to any name they want but the legal name will have to stay the same, since the 
District names are established in the statutes. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Paul Schiariti, P.E. 
      Secretary to the Board 
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